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No books are published by the AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION without the 
sanction of the Committee of Publication, con- 
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denominations of Christians, viz.: Baptist, Me- 
thodist, Congregational, Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Intheran and Reformed Dutch. Not more than 
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any member of the Committee shall object. 
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ELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY is 
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ness and love. 
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NEW YORK, August 1, 1859. 

‘ie last Sabbath in July was a very quiet 

and pleasant day in New York. Notwith- 
standing so many are out enjoying the coun- 
try air at this season, yet some of our churches 
and Sabbath-schools I notice are very full. 
For instance, one of our largest churches, 
where I attended church yesterday morning, 
was so crowded that it was difficult to seat 
the people; and in the evening more than 
1,500 people were present at the hour of 
preaching service in another part of the city. 

The first infant class I visited contained 
over 100 interesting little ones, whose songs 
of praise moved the hearts around them, and 
the next school numbered 250 present, and 
another 200. All these were church schools. 
A mission-school we visited well filled their 
large hall with a good supply of teachers. I 
mention these things not as indications of the 
state of the schools generally, but to assure 
those who are determined to “he discouraged” 
that it is possible to have a good flourishing 
Sunday-school during the months of July 
and August. ‘Be not faithless, but believing.” 

The Rey. Dr. Kirk, of Boston, presented the 
cause of the American Tract Society in the 
Thirteenth Street Presbyterian church, on 
Sunday last. His theme was the compassion 
of Christ as he looked on the multitudes who 
were as sheep without a shepherd. He ap- 
peared as the representative of the American 
Tract Society, Boston, but made no reference 
as to the differences between that society and 
the one in New York, and the collection was 
taken up in such a way that each contributor 
was requested to designate whether his money 
should go to the Boston or to the New York 
society. 

Much solicitude is felt in the religious 
circles of our city with reference to the health 
of the Rey. James W. Alexander, D. D., now 
at the springs near Taunton, Va. The tele- 
gram on Friday reported a most alarming re- 
lapse in his case, and his children were sum- 
moned forthwith to his bedside. At the last 
reports his situation was very critical. 

The past week has been noted among the 
young people of our city, as the close of 
the public schools for the season and the 
commencement of the joyous vacation to 
teachers and scholars. 

As usual, public exercises, receptions, &c., 
have been abundant and brilliant. Notwith- 
standing the summer sun has waxed hot, yet 
those youthful gatherings have been thronged. 
In one school I noticed five or six hundred 
spectators, consisting of parents and friends, 
who were present promptly at 2 o'clock P. M., 
and hundreds were leaving, obliged to leave 
because they were unable to find room to 
stand. The remark was made that the Cooper 
Institute would have been crowded for this 
local school, had it been opened, so great is 
the interest. Declamation, compositions, ex- 
cellent music, with spirited addresses, form 
the staple of these occasions. Besides these, 
we have uccasionally the crowning of a May 
Queen and a cantata arranged for the children, 
and the frequent exhibition of calisthenics for 
the girls and gymnastics for the boys. 

The moral tone of our public schools is un- 
doubtedly excellent. We have the reading of 
the Scriptures and the Lord’s prayer in open- 
ing, and the singing of Christian hymns and 
the Christian doxology at the close. This is the 
case in the most of the wards in the city, and 
in almost the whole of the schools. Not more 
than eleven public schools out of the two 
hundred vary from this programme. In some 
of our strongest Roman Catholic wards in the 
lower part of the city, the Bible is regularly 
read without objection on the part of the 
Romish trustees. One young lady was ad- 
dressed on the subject of omitting the reading 
of the Bible in the opening exercises. She 
promptly replied, “ When you shut the Bible 
out of your school you shut me out also.” 
Nothing more was said. She was too valuable 
a teacher to part with. 

Go into our public schools and you will 
find a goodly portion of our school officers 
composed of men the highest in station and 
wealth, judges and Senators, and of the 
strongest Christian influence in our churches 
and Sunday-schools. They take pride and 
pleasure in giving the time and effort needed 
to care for our city children. Many of the 
most select families also send their own chil- 
dren to these schools in preference to all 
others, Crepo. 





RICHMOND, Indiana, July 27, 1859. 
ype city is one of the largest aud most 
A prosperous in the State. Its population 
is about 12,000, and rapidly increasing. Ex- 
tensive foundries and manufactories of agri- 











cultural implements afford employment for a 
great many hands. Thrift is seen on every 
hand. The interests of religion and educa- 
tion are rather depressed. The courts having 
decided that the school tax is unconstitu- 
tional, the public schools through the State 
are languishing. In this city they are sus- 
pended. This is certainly a great many steps 
backward, but the friends of popular educa- 
tion are awake, and expect that the next Le- 
gislature will remove the difficulties. The 
Sunday-schools in the city are well attended, 
and growing in efficiency. Improvement in 
singing is much needed, and the want of 
adult scholars is much deplored. Our youth 
quit the Sunday-school. Will the “ Times” 
tell us how to hold on to our older scholars? 
It is the great desideratum of our western 
Sunday-schools. When they leap the trenches 
too many are lost; few ever return. Last 
night the Rev. B. W. Chidlaw, of Cincinnati, 
delivered an address to a large audience in 
the Presbyterian church. His earnest appeals 
in behalf of the Sunday-school enterprise we 
hope will find a response in many hearts. To- 
day the marshalling of the Sunday-school 
army filled the city with life and activity. 
Preceded by a band of music, we marched 
into the fair grounds, a most lovely grove ad- 
joining the city. Addresses were delivered 
by Mr. Chidlaw and the Rey. Mr. Miller, of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. The want 
of singing by the thousand voices was the 
only drawback to the interest of the occasion. 
We hope, before another anniversary, Sun- 
day-school singing will be introduced, and 
thus a new element of power secured to the 
Sunday-school enterprise. f 





HARTFORD, August |, 1859. 

HE sudden death of Mr. James M. Bunce 

of this city has been already announced 
in the daily press, and his loss as a man of 
position and influence in commercial, politi- 
cal, social and religious circles has been 
widely lamented, for he was widely known. 
It is highly proper, however, that he should 
be also remembered as a faithful Sabbath- 
school teacher, and as such be brought to the 
special notice of the readers of the Zimes. 

For many years he had been an active, 
Christian man, of great pecuniary liberality, 
unostentatiously distributing for good the 
worldly means his heavenly Father placed at 
his disposal. During the recent great revival 
he seemed aroused to a new Christian life, 
and for the last eighteen months had given 
himself almost unceasingly to prayer, and re- 
ligious study and conversation. He assumed 
the charge of a class in the Pearl street Con- 
gregational Sabbath-school, and became ab- 
sorbed in pursuit of the true riches of hea- 
venly wisdom for his own and his scholars’ 
profit. He loved the Sabbath-school, loved 
to be in it, loved to talk about and to pray 
for it. He was a constant reader of the Sun- 
day-School Times, and was present at, and 
deeply interested in the National Sabbath- 
School Convention. 

On Thursday evening, the 21st ult., with a 
fellow teacher, and two of his Sabbath-school 
class, he rode out for pleasure a few miles 
from the city. While descending the steep 
side of Newington Mountain, his horse be- 
came frightened by the breaking of a part of 
the harness, and dashed down the hill at fear- 
ful speed, throwing Mr. Bunce and one of his 
scholars with great force from the carriage. 
Mr. B. struck upon his head, and being re- 
moved to a house near by, lay for seventy- 
nine hours in an unconscious state, and then 
breathed his last. 

His funeral was very largly attended on 
Tuesday afternoon last, at the Pearl street 
church, and the exercises, conducted by the 
pastor, the Rev. Mr. Beadle, were exceedingly 
impressive and solemn. 

At his decease there was found near the 
heart of Mr. Bunce a paper, containing the 
names of all his Sabbath-school class, also 
anether paper, worn by frequent use, on 
which were written precious words of com- 
fert from Holy Writ, such as: “Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.’ 
“The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day 
of trouble, and he knowetk them that trust in 
him,’—also the beautiful lines by the Rev. 
J.C, Ryle, commencing :— 


“One sweetly solemn thought 
Comes to me o’er and o’er ; 
I’m nearer my home to-day 
Than ever I’ve been before.” 


The closing verses of this hymn were sin- 


gularly appropriate to the case of Mr. Bunce, 
in view of his sudden decease :— 


“ Jesus, perfect my trust, 
Strengthen the hand of my faith; 
Let me feel thee near when I stand 
On the shore of the river death. 
Feel thee near and more near 

When my feet stand on the brink,— 
For I may be nearer my home, 
Nearer now than I think.” 


The Rev. Mr. Beadle was very happy in his 
words of consolation to the bereaved, and 
closed his remarks by saying to the family: 
“Be comforted for the dead! God has order- 
ed all things well! That road, that hour, 
were all known of the Father. That moun- 
tain he reared when the foundations of the 
earth were laid. and he knew that there a 
saint of God would lay off his armor. The 
place, the time, all was written in his book. 
‘Sorrow not as those without hope.’ Let the 
good of earth go home, and the weary rest.” 

GLEANER. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL IN THE CITY, 


IN SUMMER. 





HE season of the year has arrived in which 
it is customary for some Sabbath-schools 
to suspend their operations, either altogether 
or else once during the Sabbath. May I be 
allowed, through the columns of the Times, to 
say a few words to all teachers and superin- 
tendents, whoadopt such a regulation in their 
schools? Such persons have, what they 
think, very good reasons for closing the 
schools. The following are among the most 
important : 

First. A very large number of the children 
are away from the city. 

Secondly. A majority of the teachers leave 
the city during the warm weather: conse- 
quently it would be impossible to have the 
regularity and order in the classes which 
characterizes all good schools. 

Thirdly. In many of the churches the after- 
noon, or both morning and afternoon ser- 
vices are suspended, and it would not be 
worth while to walk in the scorching sun, 
merely for the sake of giving instruction for 
an hour or two in the Sunday-school. 

Fourthly. The weather is so warm that it 
is too fatiguing to go twice a day to teach the 
few who may come. 

I will just say two or three words about 
each of these excuses. In the first place, as 
regards the number of children who are away: 








Sunday-schools are made up principally of the 
poorer class, and those who do not go away 
are generally the ones who most need in- 
struction. If God has promised to be in the 
midst of two or three, who meet together in 
his name, will he not favor those who con- 
quer all obstacles, and come through all the 
heat, to teach the dear children? I cannot 
see but that it is as much the duty of teach- 
ers to instruct the few who remain in town 
during the summer, as it is to go to the full 
class in the fall. 

But this brings me to the second reason, 
which is: A majority of the teachers are out of 
town. If, during the months of July and Au- 
gust, every teacher in a certain school were 
away, it would indeed be impossible to go on 
with the school. But in almost every school 
there are some who do not leave the city at 
all. And those who do leave, go at different 
times, so that there are always enough at 
home to take care of those scholars who can 
not get away. Of course it would be neces- 
sary to disarrange the classes for a few weeks. 
But would it not be better to do this than to 
allow the children to run about the streets? 

With regard to the third reason, I can only 
say, it shows, in most cases, a lack of interest 
in the good work of Sabbath-school teaching. 

The fourth reason is, in plain English: “It 
is too hot.”” Too hot,do you say? Too hot 
to go to school and tell the dear children 
(many of whom have no one but their teacher 
to care for their souls) of Jesus’ love for 
them? Christian teacher, would you be wil- 
ling to give such an excuse as that at the bar 
of the great Judge for not going to Sunday- 
school? Are you not willing to give two or 
three hours of labor on the Sabbath for your 
Master, even if it is warm? What would be 
your feelings if, on re-opening the school, you 
should find that one of your scholars, having 
no one to look after him on the Sabbath, had 
been hurled into eternity while profaning 
God’s day? 

Now let me give two or three reasons for 
not wishing the schools to be closed. 

In the first place, then, the children are better 
able to comein summer thanin winter. Although 
nearly all schools provide the poor scholars 
with warm clothing in winter, it is almost 
impossible to do it effectually. A great deal 
of the time they stay at home because they 
have no comfortable clothes to wear. Now 
in summer, the case is different. The child- 
ren do not need so many clothes, and gene- 
rally have enough to make a decent appear- 
ance. Consequently six or eight weeks out of 
the eight or ten months in which they are 
able to come, are lost to them by suspending 
the school during July and August. 

My second reason is: The re-opening of the 
school will be attended with some difficulty. The 
scholars must be hunted up, and induced to 
come back to the school, and it will take two 
or three weeks to get under headway. 

My third and last reason is: What will the 
children themselves say, when they hear that the 
school is to be suspended? What will they think 
of Christians who say that it is “too hot’ to 
work for him whom they profess to love? It 
would be perfectly natural for any good scho- 
lar, who loved to go to Sunday-school, when 
he found that he was to be deprived of the 
privilege of attending, to go to some other 
school, where he could attend the whole 
year round. 

And now, let me ask, will you not think of 
what I have said? We cannot expect to get 
along in the service of God without taking up 
our crosses. God will most abundantly bless 
you if you thus deny yourself in striving to 
do good. Work on, fellow-Christian. Your 
time here is very short. Improve, then, every 
opportunity to do good to your scholars. 
Only be faithful, and God will smile on your 
labors and toils, and crown all your efforts 
with success. 

Philadelphia, July, 1859. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


I Must Do More For My Mother. 





$6 4S there a vacancy in this bank which 

such a person as I could fill?” was the 
inquiry of a boy, as with a glowing cheek, 
but brave heart, he stood before the presi- 
dent. 

“There is none,” was the candid reply. 
““Were you told that you might obtain a 
situation here? Who recommended you ?” 

“No one recommended me, sir,” calmly 
answered the child. “I only thought I would 
see.” 

There was a straightforwardness in the man- 
ner, an honest determination in the counte- 
nance of the lad, which pleased the man of 
business, and induced him to endeavor to un- 
fold the causes of a self-reliance so unusual 
in one so young. He therefore said, “ You 
must have friends who could aid you in ob- 
taining a situation; have you advised with 
them ?” 

The quick flash of those deep blue eyes was 
quenched in the overtaking wave of sorrow, 
as he said, though half musingly, ‘‘ Mother 
said it would be useless to try without influ- 
ential friends ;” then recollecting himself, he 
apologized for the interruption, and was about 
to withdraw, when the gentleman detained 
him, by asking why he did not remain at 
school for a year or two, and then enter the 
business world. 

“[ have no time,” was the instant reply; 
“but I study at home, and keep up with the 
other boys.” 

“Then you have had a place already,” said 
his interrogator; “why did you leave it ?” 

“T have not left it,” answered the boy, in a 
triumphant tone. 

“Yes, but you wish to leave it; what is the 
matter?” 

For an instant the child hesitated, then 
he replied with half-reluctant frankness, 

“T must do more for my mother.” 

Brave words! talisman of success, any- 
where, everywhere, where throbs the great 
heart of humanity! With winged power 
they sank into the heart of the listener, re- 
calling the radiant past. Earnestly grasping 
the hand of the astonished child, he said, 
with a quivering voice, ‘My good boy, what 
is your name? You shall fill the first vacan- 
cy that occurs inthis bank. If, in the mean- 
time, you need a friend, come to me ; butnow 
give me your confidence, and tell me why you 
wish to do more for your mother; have you 
no father ?” 

Tears filled his eyes, as he replied, ‘Father 
is dead, brothers and sister are dead, and 
mother and I are left alone to help each 
other, but she is not strong, and I want to 
tuke care of her. It will please her, sir, that 
you have been go kind, and I am much obliged 
to you.” So saying, the child left, little 
dreaming that his own nobleness of charac- 
ter had been as the bright glancing of tbe 
sunshine into that busy world he had so 
tremblingly entered. How instinctively we 
honor the self-sacrificing spirit, ever the out- 
growth of a kind and sympathetic nature. It 
is as it were a glimpse of the divinity “— 


us. 
New York, 1869. 








For the Sunday-School Times. 


THE MOTH. 


The gas was burning brightly, a clear and silver 

flame, 

When flittirg thro’ the window, a gaudy “miller” 
came. 

His little wings were slender, formed for the sum- 
mer breeze— 

For resting on bright flowers, or humming in the 
trees. 


Close to the radiant burner, with ardent haste he 
came, 

And buzzed and wheeled and poised him, anear 
the glitt’ring flame. 

So beautiful its lustre, the silly moth knew not, 

That fire, tho’ very brilliant, is often scorching 
hot. 


Each moment creeping nearer, with winglets not 
yet dim, 

And singing, like the Hindoo, his own funereal 
hymn, 

The fatal moment hastened, and in the golden 
fire, 

The insect sudden lighted, then fell, soon to ex- 
pire. 


Dear little child, around thee are many phantoms 
bright, 

Which lure thy youthful footsteps, with false and 
fatal light, 

Their golden sheen may tempt thee to leave the 
narrow way— 

But weary is the ending, of those who go astray. 


Oh! seek not earthly pleasures, tho’ fair the show 
may be, 

Remember thou art living for long Eternity— 

Soil not thy spirit pinions, in any wand’ring fire, 

But lift to Heaven, and Jesus, each pure and true 
desire. 


There is a star that shineth, young traveller, for 
thee, 

its silvery rays are beaming, from mournful 
Calvary: 

There, turn thou still, when clouds are enfolding 
o’er thy way, 

Its light will guide thee onward to pure and per- 
fect day. M. E. M. 

Brooklyn, 1859. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


THE CHILD’S MYSTERY SOLVED. 


9TI\WAS early summer. Concealed from 
casual glance by the thick foliage ofa 
tree, amid whose branches she found safe 
resting place, a child sat reading. The birds 
fluttered around, but in their songs there grew 
no note of fear at her approach, for never had 
her hand rifled their nests, or her voice harshly 
startled their retreats. Like them she too 
loved nature, and though too young to under- 
stand those laws which man may know, still 
did she approach the deep solitudes with holy 
awe, and with nature’s works, tiny or great, held 
converse as with things of life. The book 
was finished, but with thesame rapt attention 
her eye caught the uncertain waving of the 
willow in the stream below, till all became a 
mystery. Why did the tree seem to grow 
downward in the waters, as above it grew out 
in the air? Why was she, her book, the 
birds, in the shadow there below just as they 
were in the real tree? Or was it a fairy tree, 
a fairy child, and were these fairy birds, all 
peeping up in bubbling happiness from the 
clear waters? Cautiously creeping down the 
trank of the tree, which had grown so slant- 
wise as almost to touch the surface of the 
stream, she clasped the great trunk firmly, 
and reached her other hand and arm so gently 
into the water as not to break the beautiful 
shadows, but alas she found nothing below. 
How, in a moment, all the beautiful child 
fancies vanished, but curiosity allowed no 
lingering over the disappointment. Would it 
be so with other trees? She ran along the 
river’s brink, and everywhere the same mys- 
tery, clear, deep, and inexplicable by her rea- 
soning, met her eye. Obeying a child’s first 
impulse to go and ask mother, she ran home, 
and not observing that her mother was too 
busy to attend to her, she said in eager haste, 
“Mamma, what makes the trees in the water 
mock the trees on the land?” How could her 
mother know from that curious question how 
her child had been vainly searching for truth, 
not the less eagerly because it was beyond 
her grasp. She therefore answered, “You 
cannot understand, child, ifI should tell you, 
so run awayand play.” Play with that burn- 
ing thought unsatisfied! Impossible. She 
next sought a sister, who liked not to unravel 
a child’s fancies, and who answered with a 
sort of contemptuous surprise, ‘“‘ How foolish 
you are; 1 don’t believe 1 know myself, and 
you might better be playing with your doll, 
than moping about, dreaming about shadows.” 
Unsatisfied, and sad at heart, with an unde- 
fined sense of shame, at having attempted to 
fathom something too mighty for her, the poor 
child silenced her questionings, but not her 
doubts and her wonderings. The open book 
of nature, though partly written in an un- 
known tongue, contained many things intel- 
ligible, and where she could not understand 
she could silently love. At length, in the 
usual course of study, she commenced Philo- 
sophy. The lesson was recited in a room ad- 
joining the main school-room, and it was the 
habit of the teacher to occupy the time that 
might intervene between the conclusion of the 
lesson and the ringing of the bell for another 
class, in reading the lesson for the next time. 
Thus were they engaged one morning, read- 
ing that chaper which explains the laws of 
reflected light, when suddenly that strange 
child exclaimed in clear, quick tones, “I see 
it now, I understand it all; oh, how beautiful.” 
She was in fancy standing by the river’s side, 
and in its shadows traced anew each well 
remembered image, now radiant as gem- 
lights, for a truth had shed its quickening 
beams within her soul, which lighted all the 
memories of her earlier years, Butthe sound 
of her teacher’s voice, the look of wonder in 
her face, the laugh of her classmates, dashed 
the cup of joy from her lips, and in an instant 
those eyes which so late had been filled with 
visions of beauty, were flooded with tears of 
anguish. With kindness such as none but deli- 
cate natures can show, that teacher led the 
suffering child to her own room, and there, by 
gentle soothing, quieted the storm so quickly 
raised, then said, “You did nothing wrong 
this morning, Elsie, you need not feel so 
badly.” ‘Yes, but I don’t want to be fool- 
ish,” sobbed the child, “and I can’t help it, 
for the light would burst out in my mind so 
quick, I could not shut it up. I thought I 
was at home, till they laughed, and then I was 
so ashamed.” 
“ But what is therein your lesson like your 
home?” asked the teacher, ‘what lights do 











you mean?” 


“Oh, don’t you see,” answered the excited 
child, “I never knew before that God had 
rules for the shadows.” 

“What shadows, Elsie?” 

“Oh, the shadows of mountains, and trees, 
and beautiful things, whose tops lie so far 
down in the water.” 

Little by little came the timid unfolding of 
those long hidden scarchings after that one 
law of nature, till all unconsciously that 
teacher had bound more closely to her own 
the listener's heart, for even strange ways de- 
light us when we have learned their meaning, 
and the poor child’s eager reachings after 
truth now met a ready sympathy, and the 
bond of love grew stronger day by day. 

- Do we not err in refusing to listen long 
enough to understand the child questionings 
so often presented tous? Could a child find 
and present a difficulty without being equally 
capable of understanding its solution? Might 
we not, by a little gentle sympathy with the 
perplexed one, open to ourselves a new world 
of beauty, so long as we gazed upon it through 
those pure, unsullied child-lenses? Was there 
not great wisdom in the injunction “to become 
as little children,” so pure, so teachable, so 
rapidly acquiring ? 





New York, 1859. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


A REMINISCENCE. 


NE evening, as I was about retiring with a 
friend, who was visiting me, I said, ina 
regretful tone, “Oh! dear, J wish I had my 
Bible down here. I forget it every evening, 
and IJ don’t like to disturb those who are asleep 
in my room.” 

“Why,” said Julia, seeming very much as- 
tonished, “you don’t mean to say you read 
your Bible every evening, do you?” 

“Certainly; it has become a habit with me. 
Don’t you ever read it?” I asked. 

“No, indeed,” was the reply; ‘I scarcely ever 
look into it, except at church occasionally. 
What do you do cold winter nights? I am 
always in such a hurry to get into bed; do 
you read a chapter then ?” 

“T have an old cloak J throw around 
me, and I don’t think of the cold. Some- 
times I only read one verse, if I think it con- 
tains as much as I canunderstand. How can 
you live day after day, Julia, and never open 
God’s word?” 

“Why, I never think of it. Now, J——,” she 
added laughingly, ‘(you're just as wicked as I 
am, you know you are.” 

“T know it well, but I would like to be bet- 
ter. You know we are noneofus good. I 
try to do as well as I can, and pray to have 
strength to do better.” 

Julia made no reply and was soon asleep. 

How often I think of that conversation, 
which took place several years since, before I 
had made a profession of religion. I wish 
it had been given to me then to speak of the 
Saviour with a power that would have opened 
the eyes of my blind friend, and roused her 
from her indifference. The time is past; the 
seed was so small it doubtless took no root. 
God grant that when such favorable opportu- 
nity presents itself, my lips may be opened to 
give expression to the thoughts and desires of 
my heart, and that I may lead some trembling, 
doubting soul along the narrow path that 
leads to heaven. 

How many are living just such a life of in- 
difference to God's express commands, enjoy- 
ing all his gifts, expecting blessings and re- 
ceiving them as their due, without giving one 
thought to that Being who takes care of them, 
and provides for all their wants. 

May they not fall asleep in their sins, lest, 
on awaking, they hear the dread sentence 
from the lips of him who sitteth in judgment, 
“Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 
Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried 
and they would not hear, so they cried and I 
would not hear, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

a. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


A LITTLE BOY’S LIFE SAVED BY 


READING A SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOK. 


ITTLE Augustus A. is the son of pious 
parents. He has been trained in the 
Sunday-school, and he is a very good boy. 
His parents reside very near the Grand River. 
They had taught him that he must not go 
there to play; and he, like a good boy, had 
obeyed them. But one Saturday afternoon 
his mother went to meeting to hear the pre- 
paratory lecture, and when she left home, she 
said, “Now, Augustus, you will be a good 
boy, and stay about home while I am gone.” 

She had hardly got out of sight before a 
couple of wicked boys came there with their 
fishing-pole and lines, and wanted him to go 
a fishing with them. He stoutly refused at 
first. But they urged him, and with many 
persuasions and promises of lots of fun and 
of fish, he finally yielded, and went to the 
river with them. They had hardly reached 
the place, and cast their hooks, when by some 
unlucky slide, Augustus was precipitated into 
the river. Oh, what a place for a Sunday- 
school scholar that had disobeyed his mo- 
ther! The boys that were with him, when 
they saw him in the river, were so frightened 
that they did not know what to do. Finally, 
one of them ran to his father’s shop, and told 
him that Augustus had fallen into the river. 
His father could not swim, but one of the 
workmen could; and he ran and plunged into 
the river, and caught the boy just as he was 
going down the third time, and pulled him 
out; he had been in the water more than half 
an hour, and it was a longer time than that 
before he was restored to consciousness. 
What a scene for that Christian mother to 
behold on her return from meeting! There 
lay in a state of unconsciousness her little 
son, who, by an act of disobedience, came 
very near finding a watery grave. 

When he was fully restored to conscious- 
ness, his mother said to him, ‘“ Augustus, what 
was your first thought when you found your- 
self in the river?” ‘ Oh,” said he, ‘“ my first 
thought was, I have disobeyed my mother, and 
God is punishing me for it; and then,” said 
he, “I remembered what! read in my Sunday- 
school book, ‘Old Humphrey.’ There were 
rules to be observed by a drowning person ; 
and one was that I must lie on my back, and 
keep my mouth shut. I thought the boys on 
the shore would reach me the fish-pole, or 
something that I could take hold of, and pull 
me out. I thought Z would have done so 
if they were in the river, and I on the shore.” 
His sister stood listening. Said she, “ Why 
did you not call to them, and ask them to 
help you?” “ Why,” said he, “how could I, 
when, as the book directs, I had to keep my 
mouth shut?” Now, was not that little boy’s 
life saved by reading a Sunday-school book? 
May we not hope that a great many souls 
may be saved by Sunday-school books and 
papers, and by Sunday-school labors? 

THE WIFE OF A Sunpay-scHooL MissionaRyY. 
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SANDS FROM THE SEA-SHORR. 


WAY from the whirl and tumult of busi- 

ness, and excitement of the passions, it is 
pleasant for a brief space to be where the 
great heart ef nature isthrobbing, whose tidal 
pulses have beat the shore for six 
thousand years, and will continue to beat 
until “there shall o pats my While 
the ceaseless plunge o: ra, ever hurrying 
onward, resting not, pausing not in its resist- 
less course, wearies the excited observer, re- 
minding him of the great tide of human gene- 
rations, this vast expanse soothes the min 
symbolizing in its calm the great repose 
eternity, when the commend shall have been 
given to the living flood, “ Here shall thy proud 
waves be stayed.” Its solemn, endless roar 
is no light element of its sublimity. It is as 
ifthe sighs and groans of all past ages were 
ever reverberating in its heaving bosom. 

While the peculiar odor from the salt water, 

its fresh breezes, its bath of dashing surf, are 
very invigorating to the physical system, its 
varying phases and its rich historical associ- 
ations invest it with a classic charm to every 
thoughtful mind. To many—sh! how many— 
it possesses a yet deeper and tenderer eat 
for the cheeks they have pressed are pillow 
on its unsounded depths. 


Down, down a thousand fathoms deep, 
All on their coral bed, 

As sweet as in hallowed ground they sleep 
With the marble o’er their head, 


But he who holds “the waters in the hollow 
of his hand” will lose none of those precious 
deposits. 

The prospect from our piazza, ever most 
attractive, receives a new charm these cloud- 
less nights from the full moon, as its light is 
reflected from the glittering edge of the 
breakers, or glances back from the white sails 
of distant vessels. This evening the harvest 
moon was peculiarly beautiful as it rested 
upon the waves before rising, like a con- 
queror who pauses in his career to gather 
strength for his triumphant course. 

The crowd within doors reminds us, how- 
ever, that we have not left all of Babel behind 
us. A week spent at a watering 8 sce isa 
pretty good test of disposition. e see all 
shades of intellect represented, as well as all 
varieties of character. 

The minister of Christ has come to recruit 
from his exhausting labors, to learn new 
illustrations of the greatness and goodness of 
his Creator, and sometimes, even here, to in- 
tercede by the bed of the dying. The man of 
business, though he has locked his counting- 
room, has not turned the key upon care, for 
his ledger and his notes in bank are plainly 
written on his anxious visage. 

The epicure, the object and aim of whose 
existence culminates in the dining hall, asso- 
ciates the sea with the “glorious appetite” it 
gives, and the delicious fish it contributes to 
his dainty palate. 

The slave of fashion suggests no apparent 
motive for her hegira, except to serve as & 
show-frame to exhibit the taste and ingenuity 
of her dress-maker and milliner. The loving 
mother, weary and wasted with vigils, brings 
her frail darling, hoping, praying that the 
cool surf will prove to hera “ Bethesda.” 

Among the pleasant sights are the groups 
of happy children. Free from the restraints 
of school and lessons and rectangular eee 
they laugh, and run and exult in healthfu 
freedom. 

There is one here, a maiden, young, lovely, 
gifted, who apparently made no half-way sur- 
render when she consecrated herself to the 
Saviour. Gentle, unassuming, and obliging, 
ready to mend a broken toy, or give a kind 
word to the jaded servant to whose ceaseless 
round of duties the blessed Sabbath brings no 
respite, the unerring instincts of childhood 
always mark her out from the throng. Tiny 
hands clasp hers as she walks with them on 
the sands, or along the galleries. Or, clus- 
tering round her in a cosy corner, she chains 
their eager ears with her pictured words. She 
associates the scenes around them with the 
wonderful stories of the Elder Classic. She 








tells them how these waves once swept over 
a guilty world, while one ark floated alone, 
over the retributive waters. She tells of the 
raven and the dove so graphically, you almost 
hear the fluttering of their wings as the weary 
birds beat against the windows ; of the prismedi 
promise painted on the drops of the rainbow ;: 
of the march of redeemed Israel through the 
sea, while the waves, as by magic masonry, 
rose in solid crystal walls on either side; 
and of the drenched torrents blazing on Eli- 
jah’s altar; how a cowardly prophet fled from 
duty only to find the winds and waves on the 
side of his offended God, and the fearful les- 
son which taught him a present Omniscience 
beneath the killows. 

Again she describes a tiny craft on the sea 
of Galilee, with the richest freight the world 
ever saw, on board. The sudden storm, the 
sleeping Saviour, the word of command, the 
instant calm. 

She tells them of another night, when Jesus 
was in a mountain alone, yet in the midst of 
his holy communing, his loving eye saw his 
disciples again rocked in wild terror by the 
tempest; how he came to them on the water, 
as the rolling waves smoothed into marble at 
the pressure of his kingly tread, while the 
winds cowered at their Master’s word. 

She tries to make them realize a coming 
time, when this vast ocean shall dissolve 
into thin vapor, before the fervent heat which 
shall melt the world with its massive moun- 
tains. 

Her own heart filled with love to souls, and 
her mind familiar with the sacred truths, she 
so seeks to connect them in their memories 
with this wonderful element, that while the 
live they will never visit these shores, or loo! 
upon the river, or handle a sea-shell, but these 
holy legends will be recalled. Thus she 
“casts her bread upon the waters.” 

The shortest lesson well learned may last a: 
life-time, and the briefest s»xjourn here shalk 
not be fruitless if the soul have been so im- 
bued with its solemn grandeur, so thoroughly 
filled with its silent yet impressive teachings, 
that in the din, and heat, and discord of its 
choked streets, its influence shall accompany, 
as @ benediction, the hearts that even there 
can sing— 


Oh Lord, this swelling, boundless sea 
Is like thy love in Christ to me; 

An ebbing tide these waters know, 
Ever retreating as they flow; 

No ebb thy love to me hath known, 
Since first it chose me for thine own. 
And ever, when at thy command 

The wave, retiring, leaves the sand, 
One moment all is dry, and thea 

It turns to fill the shore 2 

So I have found thy wondrous grace 
Forsake my soul a little space; 
Barren and cold, deserted, dry, 

A hel worm to thee I ory; 

Thy face is hid a little while, 

But with the morniag comes thy smile; 
Jesus once more his 


And my whale hensh. Wibeate thedicen, 





A. T. D. 
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has led the shrinking maiden to meet, unap- 
palled, dangers and sufferings before which 
the mailed warrior would flee in dismay. 

Those who have desired to sway the scep- 
tre of power have often forgotten the strength 
of love. They have appealed to force instead 
of affection, and have dug the dungeon and 
driven the stake. Those who have been am- 
bitious of founding extensive empires have 
founded them on force. The great exile of 
St. Helena saw clearly the truth when he con- 
trasted his empire, founded on force, with that 
of Jesus Christ, founded on love—an empire 
which has existed for eighteen hundred years, 
and still has subjects ready to die for their 
prince. Yes, blessed be God, there are thou- 
sands scattered throughout the earth, who, 
under the constraining influence of the love 
of Christ, would die for him to-day, did he 
require the sacrifice. Many a feeble woman, 
80 timid as to be startled at the rustling of a 
leaf, would, should her Saviour require the 
sacrifice of her life, throw herself on the pro- 
mise, “as thy day is so shall thy strength be,” 
and cheerfully ascend the scaffold or embrace 
the stake. 

God appeals to love as the strongest prin- 
ciple of human action. To influence man, he 
‘tells him that God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

Now this principle of our nature is strength- 
ened by exercise, and in its exercise is found 
the highest enjoyment of man. It is more 
blessed to exercise affection towards a worthy 
object than to be the object of affection. The 
father, the mother, the sister, the friend knows 
from experience the truth of this remark. 

The happy man is he who obeys God’s all- 
comprehending law of love. The faithful 
minister who cherishes a life-long interest in 
‘the people of his charge, who loves those over 
whom the Holy Ghost has made him an over- 
seer, who watches with prayerful solicitude 


for opportunities of so commending to them |: 


the love of Christ as to awaken in their hearts 
@ corresponding love, who from love to Christ 
practices self-denial and gees about doing 
good, is a happy man. He is happy in his 
‘work, happy in his sympathy, happy in his 
self-denial. He is happy just in proportion 
‘as he devotes himself, in God’s appointed 
way, to the happiness of others. 

The missionary whom the love of Christ 
‘sends to far distant lands, who leaves the 
refinements of civilization and the converse of 
‘friends for the degradation of heathenism and 
the scorn of those whom he goes to save, is 
‘happy maa. 

Henry Martyn might have stayed at Cam- 
‘bridge, where he had gathered academic lau- 
rels, surrounded by admiring friends, and en- 
joying all the means of mental culture and of 
mental luxury. But the love of Christ con- 
strained him to devote himself to India. The 
reader of his Journal will see how great were 
the sacrifices he made and the sufferings ho 
endured, but it is not necessary thence to 
infer that he was less happy than he would 
have been had he spent his life within the 
walls of his University. He gave himself to 
Christ and to the cause of benevolence, and 
found it more blessed to give than to receive. 

YOUNG man from one of the rural dis- 
; tricts of one of the middle States, be- 
came an inhabitant of the metropolis. He 
wished to push his fortune in the great world 
—to become rich. He was industrious and 
trustworthy, and soon gained the confidence 
of his employers. At length he was admitted 
te a share in the profits of the concern, and 
wiewed himself on the high road to wealth. 

His widowed mother, and his sister, a year 
or two younger than himself, remained at the 
homestead, a small, neat farm-house. Their 
frugal wents were met by the rent of a small 
farm, eked out by the labor of their hands. 
Their hearts were with the loved one in the 
city, to whose success they looked for support 
and comfort in future years. 

Every summer he paid them a brief visit— 
brief, because he could not be long absent 
from the scene of his daily toil. Those were 
precious seasons. The young man’s heart 
had not been corrupted by the new scenes and 
allurements spread around him in the city. 
His mother and sister were dearer to him 
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Tur Rey. Dr. W. M. Scott, of Cincinnati, 
has given notice to his 


tion of his 
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than I had then. 
now 
I then formed were.” 


great question settled.” 


where we shall be next summer. 


afraid it may never come to you.” 


of religion very soon. 


day of salvation.” 


noticed was his last visit. 
moral results eternity alone can reveal. 


Spirit to the soul. 
pentance. 





and soon disappear. 


“No, mother, I don’t think it is. I know 
more than I did when I was a boy; I have a 
deeper sense of the importance of religion 
Besides, the resolutions I 
are more to be relied upon than the 


| “Of what avail is your knowledge, if it 
ee toeina ee von act, and of what avail 
eo} strength of resolution, if you do not re- 
‘solve to repent and believe the gospel ?” 

“T am resolved to do so, and that before a 
very long period intervenes. I hope, before I 
visit you again next summer, to have this 


“Tt ought to be settled now. We donot know 
Do not say 
like one of old, go thy way for this time, and 
when I have a more convenient season, I will 
call for thee. That more convenient season 
never came to that poor sinner, and I am 


The young man wept in sympathy with his 
mother, and said, “Do not feel so badly. 
promise you that I will attend to the subject 
I will write you on 
the subject, soon after | reach the city.” 

“Now is the accepted time—now is the 


The young man returned to the city. The 
anticipated visit of the next summer was 
never paid. He was attacked by a fever that 
proved fatal. He was delirious soon after he 
not purchase are ever ready at its call. It@was attacked, and was unable to leave any 
messages for those he loved. The visit above 


What were its 


There is another last visit to which we 
would call the attention of the impenitent 
reader. There is a last visit of the Holy 
There is a last call to re- 
There is a last offer of salvation. 


E have been sometimes inclined to adopt 

the opinion of those who think that the 
mind never loses entirely the impressions it 
has once received—that the impressions which 
we suppose forgotten or obliterated are like 
the traces made upon paper by a certain co- 
lorless ink, which disappears as soon as dry, 
but when broughi to the fire assumes a bril- 
liant hue, and becomes distinctly visible. The 
passing scenes of life, like so many types, 
make their impression on memory’s page. 
Most of these impressions become indistinct 
But is it not possible 
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past 7 o’clock P, M. 


delegates to the Convention. 
Ministering breth are affecti 





gations. 


I 
ence to it as they may deem proper. 


Convention are requested to send their names 


notice. 


Guests, at Oswego. 

W. W. Unperumt, Joun McAmpty, 
W. J. Preston, G. Mo.uisox, 
D. G. Fort, H. L. Davis, 
8. G. Anperr, Tompson Kinasrorp. 

While the Committee render a gratuitous 
service, and cheerfully perform all the duties 
assigned them, they think that the necessary 
expenses connected with the work in which 
they are engaged, should be met by the Sab- 
bath-schools in all parts of the State. They 
therefore propose that those Sabbath-schools 
which will do so cheerfully, and with a 
“willing mind,” forward to the Secretary any 
emount they may feel disposed to contribute 
for this object—not exceeding five dollars 
from any one school—and all schools who 
thus aid the Committee shall be entitled to a 
copy of any publication that may be issued 
by the Convention. 

Geo. W. BLEECKER, 
Secretary of the Association. 
New York, July 20, 1859. 


to accept the professorship in the 
et Seminary to which he has been 
: if live, 

“8 ae pie” hy OFFICIAL. 


yi were a boy, that you 
would become a man without becoming a 


OF THE SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


E Sabbath-school teachers of the State 
of New York, and all others friendly to 
the cause, are cordially invited to convene in 
“the Church of the Evangelists,” in the city 
of Oswego, on Tuesday, August 30th, at half 


Each evangelical Sabbath-school in the 
State is requested to send from two to five 


+ ly in- 
vited to be present at the Convention, and 
pastors of churches are particularly requested 
to read this notice to their respective congre- 


Publishers of religious and secular jour- 
nals, who feel an interest in the cause, will 
confer a favor by giving the above notice a 
place in their columns, or making such refer- 


Delegates who may design to attend the 


by mail, to either of the gentlemen named 
below by the 17th of August, that places of 
entertainment may be assigned them. The 
Committee cannot promise to provide for 
those delegates who do not give this timely 


Committee on Entertainment and Assignment of 


that He who made the mind, has reserved to 
himself the mysterious power of reviving, 
when he pleases, every lost impression, and 
of restoring full and fresh upon the memory 
of man every long forgotten thought and feel- 
ing? If this be so, how watchful should we 
be, not only of our thoughts, but of the scenes 
and the company in which we place ourselves, 
that the imperishable page within us may re- 
ceive no reproachful blot, no trace of sin, no 





THE REVIVAL IN IRELAND. 


PAMPHLET has just made its appear- 
ance, giving a sketch of the history of 
the present religious revival in Balleymena, 
It is by the Rev. Samuel J. Moore, 
a Presbyterian clergyman of Ballymena. The 








July 31. 


a church in Virginia. 


his pen. 





cruise, 


committed to his pastoral oversight. 


and direct them to the Saviour. 


done quickly. 


plete the full endowment of the college. 











than the gold which glittered in the distance, 
and which was valued, in a great measure for 
the comforts it would enable him to bestow 
upon the objects of his affections. 

But he was not a Christian. To the ear- 
nest exhortations of his mother he paid a most 
respectful attention, but she could not induce 
him to resolve and to promise that he would 
at once seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness. 

“My son,” said she, ‘did you, when you 
were & boy, intend to grow up to manhood 
without becoming a Christian ?”’ 


port of the missions. 


the home of her friends in Halifax. 











years of age. 


impression but that of truth and holiness ! 


T the moment of our going to press, the 

telegraph wires bring us the painful an- 
nouncement of the death of the Rev. James W. 
Alexander, D. D. Dr. Alexander died at the 
Red Sweet Springs, Virginia, on Sunday, 
His remains were brought on Tues- 
day to Princeton, N. J., where he is to be 
buried this afternoon, Wednesday, August 3. 
He was in the 54th year of his age. At the 
time of his decease, and for many years past, 
he was pastor of the Fifth Avenue and Nine- 
teenth Street Presbyterian church, New York. 
Earlier in life he was pastor of the First 
church of Trenton, N. J., and before that, of 
But immediately be- 
fore his going to New York, he was a Profes- 
sor in the College of New Jersey, at 
Princeton, end we presume his body will 
be laid in that illustrious file of Pre- 
sidents and Professors who have made the 
Princeton burial ground a sort of Westmin- 
ster Abbey of the western world. Dr. Alex- 
ander, like his venerated father before him, 
was a staunch and unswerving friend of the 
American Sunday-School Union. Nearly fifty 
of the publications on our catalogue are from 


OOKS FOR SAILORS.—The United States 

ship of war Congress, is about to sail for 
the coast of South America on a three years’ 
The chaplain has just called upon 
us for a donation of books for the use of the 
men and boys, numbering about five hundred, 
We 
have not the means at our disposal applica- 
ble to this worthy object. Fifty dollavs 
placed into our hands would secure a fine 
library of just such books as are needed.— 
These precious souls, called to practice so 
much self-denial, and exposed to so much 
evil, ought not to be left without entertaining 
and useful books to cheer them in their exile 
Who will 
send us $10, $20, $50, to supply the wants 
of these sons of the sea? The ship will sail 
within ten days, and what is done must be 


A sPRCIAL meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of Rutgers College was held at New Bruns- 
wick, on Tuesday, 26th of July, for the pur- 
pose of choosing Professors for the Greek and 
Mathematical departments. Professor How- 
ard Crosby was elected Professor of the Greek 
Language and Literature. Professor Elias 
Loomis, LL. D., was elected Professor of Ma- 
thematics and Natural Philosophy. A com- 
mittee was appointed to raise $50,000 to com- 


Tue City of Washington, which arrived at 
New York on Monday, 18th of July, brought 
as passengers, the Rev. Thomas Allen and 
family, of the Tavoy station, Burmah, Mrs. 
Haswell and two children, and also Mrs. Hib- 
bard and children. They are all in mode- 
rately good health, and bring a favorable re- | he 
Mrs. Crawley, the wife 
of another missionary, came in company with 
them as far as England, whence she left for 


Tue Hon. Horace Mann, President of An- 
tioch College, and formerly for many years 
Secretary of the Board of Education of Massa- 
chusetts, died at the Yellow Springs, Ohio, 
on Tuesday, August 2d. Mr. Mann was 63 


characteristics of this extraordinary work, as 
described by Mr. Moore, are quite similar to 
those recorded of other places, and quoted by 
us from time to time. But in no account, 
have we seen so connected a review of the 
work in all its aspects. We gladly avail 
ourselves, therefore, of the opportunity of Mr. 
Moore’s pamphlet, to transcribe for the infor- 
mation of our readers, the leading character- 
istics of the Irish revival, as here sketched : 
1. Conviction of Sin. The soul is felt to 
be guilty and lost. Sin is seen to be loath- 
some and deadly, and it is generally felt to be 
an intolerable burthen, crushing the body and 
soul to hell. Horror unutterable overwhelms 
the heart, especially of those who feel that 
the devil is persuading or dragging them to 
perdition. With some this conviction has 
reference to particular easily besetting sins— 
with others, the greater number, to the gene- 
ral sinful state of the soul. In almost all the 
unregenerate it produces an intense fear, an 
awful agonizing horror of eternal condemna- 
tion; whereas, in case of the slumbering, 
half-living, half-dead Christian, there is not 
this terror of final destruction, but a deep, 
and sinking, and sorrowing sense of great un- 
worthiness, of the basest ingratitude, of in- 
fatuated unfaithfulness, to the wronged, the 
patient, the precious Saviour. 

2. The Physical Features. When the con- 
viction as to its mental process reaches its 
crisis, the person, through weakness, is un- 
able to sit or stand, and either kneels or lies 
down. A great number of convicts, are 
“smitten down’ as suddenly, and they fall 
as nerveless, and paralyzed, and power- 
less, as if killed instantly by a gunshot. 
They fall with a deep groan—some with 
a wild cry of horror—the greater number 
with the intensely earnest plea, “Lord 
Jesus, have mercy on my soul”’ The whole 
frame trembles like an aspen leaf, an intoler- 
able weight is felt upon the chest, a choking 
sensation is experienced, and relief from this 
found only in the loud, urgent prayer for de- 
liverance. Usually the bodily distress and 
mental anguish continue till some degree of 
confidence in Christ is found. Then, the 
look, the tone, the gestures instantly change. 
The aspect of anguish and despair is ex- 
changed for that of gratitude, and triumph, 
and adoration. 

3. The Mental Features. There is not merely 
an illumination, so that sin is seen in its true 
colors, and truth in its beauty, and error in 





dinary range. 


altogether astonishing. 


is dearly loved; 


crowned Lord of all. 
zest— 


“Ym not ashamed to own my Lord.” 





its deformity; but there isan impulse given 
‘to the memory and imagination, elevating 
these powers inconceivably beyond their or- 
Sins long forgotten are re- 
membered with the freshness of yesterday; 
and religious instructions, and divine pro- 
mises, and other passages of the Word which 
may have been read or heard in youth, are 
recollected and repeated with a vigor, and an 
accuracy, and a fluency, and a suitableness 


4, Jesus is greatly glorified. By all who 
have found a satisfactory peace in Christ 
by some intensely. 
Their state seems to be almost a con- 
tinuous rapture. No matter what the creed 
or character—Romanist, Arian, Infidel—the 
first cry of the deeply convinced soul is— 
“Lord Jesus, have mercy upon mysoul.” By 
all who profess to be converts, Christ is 
They sing with peculiar 





epithets—“ O dear, dear Lord Jesus! O sweet, 
sweet Saviour! O beloved, adored Redeemer!” 

5. The converts feel and manifest intense love 
foreach other. In fact they cannot be happy 
out-of each other’s society. Hence, for the 
first week or two, they are to be found 
gathered into particular houses, night and 
day, in companies, singing and praying; and, 
at public meetings, if possible, they will be 
together. 

6. A deep anxiety—a tender compassion for 
the unconverted—the perishing. Christ wept 
over the doomed Jerusalem: so do these 
youthful Christians in the warm overflowing 
of their first love, tearfully plead with and for 
sinners to come to Christ; and when some 
poor, lost, blinded one has his eyes opened by 
the Spirit to see himself that horrible sight, 
a guilty polluted soul, and when in conster- 
nation he cries for mercy, joy pervades their 
countenances as they look at each other, and 
begin to plead for the pardon, acceptance, and 
peace of the smitten one: and when that 
peace seems to be secured, the triumphant 
congratulation is, “Oh, we have get another 
brother,” or, “another sister,” as the case 
may he. 

7. Great delight in the Word of God, and on 
the part of those who cannot read, a great anxiety 
to learn. A number of those convicted can- 
not read any, and not a few read, but very 
imperfectly. A girl some sixteen years of age 
was awakened by the Spirit through the Gos- 
pel preached in the streets of the town. She 
was the only remaining child of her mother. 
Soon after her conversion to Christ, con- 
sumption marked her as its prey. She was 
three months confined to bed before she died; 
and, during that time she taught her awak- 
ened anxious mother to read the Bible. 
In passing some doors you may observe 
persons varying in age from five to sixty 
years, laboring at their spelling-books ; others 
listening to some neighbor reading for them 
the Book of God; and in the evening, after 
the work of the day is over, some kind young 
Christian converts anxiously employed in 
teaching these poor unlettered persons to 
read. 

8. Religious services, public and private, are 
more highly appreciated and more largely at- 
tended. In this town at present, at public 
worship, on Sabbath, the churches are throng- 
ed—pews, alleys, and vestibules. The “Open- 
air Services,” whether in town or country, on 
any evening of the week, are attended by 
thousands; and these services, though so 
numerous, are often not far distant from each 
other. Our congregational weekly prayer- 
meeting was attended by some fifty persons 
ordinarily. During the month past, whether 
held four times or seven times a week, it is 
attended by more than twenty times that 
number. The difficulty used to be to get the 
people into the church, but the difficulty now 
is to get them out of it. 

9. On the part of real converts, an intense 
loathing of sin. How great the change, and 
how sudden! The person who, last week— 
who but yesterday—was wallowing in the 
mire, cherishing, embracing to his very heart, 
sin—his idol adored—his all, drinking in 
iniquity, as the thirsting man in the burning 
desert does the living cooling draught, to-day 
sensitively shrinks with intense aversion from 
the smallest sin, recoils from it with as great 
horror as he lately did from the terrors of 
hell! How true, in the meantime, that old 
things have passed away, and all has become 
new! I have seen persons again and again 
thrown into distress, almost as great as in 
their first conviction, by the discovery of 
some sin committed by themselves, and even 
by witnessing great wickedness in others: 
and for hours they will remain in great weak- 
ness of body, and in bitter weeping, not 
through fear of condemnation, but for the in- 
jury, the wrong done, the pain given to Jesus 
—the holy, the tender, the sensitive One—the 
beloved the adored of their souls. They 
know that Jesus will forgive them, but they 
cannot forgive themselves. 

10. A Forgiving Spirit. The injunction, 
“Love your enemies,” is actually and heartily 
obeyed, and injuries fully and freely forgiven 
by persons who feel their own countless, fear- 
ful faults forgiven by God. One whose offers 
of amity were rejected, and whose old op- 
ponents continue to say and do unkind things, 
said to me lately, “I used to give word for 
word and blow for blow, and to complain to 
my neighbors; but now, thanks be to God, I 
can restrain myself” (no easy task a few 
weeks since), “and 1 go and lay it all before 
my Saviour, and he gives me peace.” 

ll. The Power of Prayer. Fervency, intense 
fervency, is a characteristic of the prayer 
both of the convict and the convert. The 
struggle, the life and death struggle, with the 
former, is to be rescued from the abyss of 
eternal anguish and despair—from the fangs 
and fury of the old serpent; and the effort of 
the other also deeply fervent, though sweet 
and filial, is to express abhorrence of loathed 
sin, and of the detested and dreaded devil, 
and gratitude and adoration to that beloved 
and almighty Jesus, who has rescued the poor 
unworthy, helpless soul from “the deep pit.” 
Fluency is characteristic of the prayers 
of not a few. The supplications of some 
are condensed, pithy and pointed—very 
“ matter of fact.” To those of others—prin- 
cipally females—belong a fluency, a sweet 
reverential familiarity, « poetry, a suitable- 
ness, a sublimity, altogether inconceivable by 
parties who have not heard them. I have sat 
confounded, humbled to the dust, in the 
presence of these supplicants. 

12. Lay Agency has been extensively bless- 
ed in promoting the present revival. In for- 
mer awakenings in these countries and in 
America, ministers were the prominent 
agents. Edwards and Wesley, and Whitfield, 
and Livingston, and Welsh, and Finney, and 
M’Cheyne, and Burns, were all regular preach- 
ers. Our converts hold prayer-meetings, de- 
liver public addresses in churches, school- 
houses, private houses, streets of towns, and 
in the open fields. Many of them are very 
popular with the people, especially of their 
own rank. I have heard from one to three of 
them, now almost every evening for a month 
past, and only as to two points, and these not 
fundamental, had I to offer a word of expla- 
nation during all that time. In my own 
church, ministers both of the Establishment 
and the Assembly, occupied the same plat- 
form with those Evangelists. 

13. The Results are good. The ignorant, 
whether young or old, are docile; they are 
learning to read, that they may read God’s 
Book for themselves; the boisterous and 
quarrelsome have become calm and powerful; 
enemies love one another; the mouths that 





And they apply to him the most endearing 


bellowed forth cursing and blasphemy now 





praise and bless God’s holy name; the Sab- 
bath-breaker remembers and keeps holy the 
Lord’s day; the impure have abandoned their 
pollutions ; the drunkard is sober notwith- 
standing fiendish temptations from old ac- 
quaintances, and, perhaps, poor fellow, from 
within also. Some publicans have aban- 
doned their business; Sabbath-schools, prayer 
meetings, and houses of worship are over- 
crowded; many ministers and members of 
the Church, many parents and Sabbath- 
school teachers are revived—greatly refreshed 
more loving, earnest, and diligent; good 
books and tracts are in great demand; many, 
very many pray, who were never known to do 
so before; generosity to the cause of Christ 
is on the increase; the victims of the apos- 
tacy are alarmed ; Romanists and Unitarians 
have been turned to the Bible as the only 
guide, and to Jesus as the only and Divine 
Saviour ; the godless multitude are awed into 
solemnity; the Lord Jesus is greatly glori- 
fied. 

Such are the characteristics of the Irish 
revival, as set forth by an eye-witness, an in- 
telligent Presbyterian minister. The account 
is given as nearly as possible in his very 
words, although for convenience we have not 
inserted quotation marks. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


New Yorx.—New York: The Christian Jn- 
telligencer says of the daily prayer-meetings: 
“Less than two months will finish the first two 
years of the daily noon-prayer-meetings. The 
lecture-room is crowded to its utmost capacity ; 
not an inch of sitting room or standing room to be 
had after the first ten minutes of the meeting 
have gone by. The requests for prayer continue 
to flow in from all quarters, showing that the 
spirit of prayer prevails in the country as well as 
in the city. For these requests are often very 
affecting proofs that they are dictated in prayer. 
A very large proportion of these requests are for 
children on the behalf of anxious, praying mo- 
thers, and wives for their impenitent husbands, or 
sisters for their perishing brothers.” 





On10.—Toledo.—At the last communion of the 
first Presbyterian church, Toledo, 15 individuals 
were received into the church—3 on profession of 
their faith, and 12 by letter. 

ALABAMA.—Talladega Dist., Ala., Conf.: A cor- 
respondent of the Southern Christian Advocate 
says: “We have an encouraging state of things 
on this district generally. The church is in a 
sound, healthy state, and many anxious seekers 
after salvation. Recently some twenty or thirty 
have been added to the church, and we are pray- 
ing and confidently looking for ‘ grester things 
than these.’” 

Kentucky.— Canton, Trigg County: The 
correspondent of a Baptist paper writes :—“ We 
have had quite an interesting meeting going on 
among the colored people in and around Canton for 
several months, during which time a number 
have professed faith in Christ, and I have bap- 
tized upon a confession of faith in Christ nine 
persons, and we have, since January last, re- 
ceived twenty persons into the fellowship of Can- 
ton church, by letter and baptism. We have 
preaching twice each month expressly for the co- 
lored people, when we have a crowded house and 
and good attention.” 

Geore1s.—Springfield ct., Ga., Conf: A corres- 
pondent of the Southern Christian Advocate 
writes: “On 4th June, we commenced a two days’ 
meeting at Myers’ chapel, in the lower part of this 
circuit, and tinued the ting for twelve 
days with constantly increasing interest. We 
witnessed many clear exhibitions of God’s saving 
mercy, in the salvation of sinners. Frem hour to 
hour the altar was crowded with penitents, and, 
occasionally, the entire house became an altar. 
The times of refreshing came from the presence of 
the Lerd. Many were converted, and twenty- 
four joined the church; and the former member- 
ship were blessed, encouraged, and strengthened. 
The third quarterly meeting for the circuit was 
held at Union, beginning on July Ist. The ser- 
vices were deeply interesting, and were protracted 
twelve days, and then, after three or four days’ 
rest, were recommenced; and the meeting is still 
progressing. Up to this time there have been 53 
added to the church, and the membership is 
greatly revived. Many whose heads were frosted 
by many winters—whose hearts were hardened by 
a long course of transgression—the oldest men in 
the country have been hopefully converted and 
brought into the church. There are other ap- 
pointments on the work at which we have had 
good meetings; and we are looking and hoping 
for greater manifestations of God’s power and 
goodness. We ask an interest in the prayers of 
all good people.”—Wilkes ct., Ga., Conf: “We 
protracted a meeting at Pope’s chapel, on this 
circuit, 11 days. It was a glorious meeting, 
about 28 conversions, and 25 accessions. We 
think the circuit is in an improving condition, 
and we trust that this revival is only the begin- 
ning of one which shall sweep all over the circuit.” 
—Athens: A gentleman in the Fulton street 
meeting, New York, gave an account of a revival 
in Athens, Georgia, a town of not more than 4,000 
inhabitants. The reading of the accounts of the 
work of grace here had been the means of promo- 
ting a revival there. He said he had seen old 
men and young men weep for joy over some of 
the histories of the glorious work of God’s grace 
among us. He knew that God hears prayer, and 
always answers. He will answer in his own time 
and way. But he communicates the assurance to 
our hearts that he will answer long before the an- 
swer comes. In this sweet assurance we may 
rest. He mentioned some instances of remarka- 
ble answers to prayer in the revival in Athens, 
Georgia. All denominations had been blessed. 
About 400 had been added to the churches on 
profession of faith. 





Texas.—Hempstead: A revival is in progress 
among the Methodist churches at this place and 
neighborhood. The houses of worship are crowd- 
ed to overflowing, and some have professed reli- 
gion. 





Clippings from Missionary Correspo ndence. 

On10.— The Bible Triumphant.—I had to contend 
with some Catholics before I could do anything in 
the shape of organizing a Union Sunday-School ; 
but after great exertion I succeeded in overcoming 
their objections, and have now seven of their 
children in school, and one of the most obsti- 
nate as a teacher. Some days since I met 
this man. He expressed himself to be well 
pleased with the rules of the school, and particu- 
larly with the books of the library, of which he 
said that they were not sectarian, “and could be 
read by any one to advantage, and ought to be 
read any how.” 

At another place I encountered great difficulties 
of a different character. I was told that the 
school-house in Perry township would offer a good 
opportunity. I went there, and made inquiries; 
but “no,” said they, “there is not the least 
shadow of a chance.” “How is that?” said I, 
“are there not enough children and families in 
this place or neighborhood to organize and sus- 
tain a Sunday-school?” “Yes, there would be; 
but except the Catholics, who are of course op- 
posed to Sunday-schools, there are only a few who 
would go in for it; and more than all, we 
cannot have the school-house. Mr. N——, the 





manager of the township-school-houses, will not 








allow the use ef any one for Sunday-school pur- 
poses.” I suspected that there was something 
wrong, so I determined to see Mr, N—— at once. 
I walked 28 miles, 14 each way, for the express 
purpose of settling this matter. I found the man 
to be an infidel, (he said so at least,) although he 
was some years ago a superintendent of a Sunday- 
school I believe in B——. 

T stated my mission to him. “Iam sorry,” he 
said, “you came al! the way from C ; but I 
must decline your request.” He admitted at 
length that the children ought to have at least 
some moral instruction. Once brought to this 
point, I easily made him acknowledge that the 
New Testament was the best moral instructor, 
the Sabbath the best time, and the school-house 
the only place to impart such instruction. He 
further admitted that the neighborhood in which 
I proposed to establish a Sunday-school was one 
of the worst in the county, and that something 
ought to be done there. After some more talk, he 
agreed to let us have the school-house. “Well,” 
he said at length, “I won’t say no.” 

Twice we met. Present some 60 children, but 
only three or four parents. 

We organized the school by electing Mr. F—— 
as superintendent, and two others as vice-super- 
intendents and librarians. But as they had no 
books, it was resolved that I should again visit 
from house to house to get teachers, and subscri- 
bers for a library, which I have promised to do in 
the course of the present week. 





My First Experience as a Sunday-school Mis- 
sionary.—On the 16th of February, 1859, I started 
out on horseback to see what I could do in the 
Sunday-school work. The travelling was almost 
as bad as it could be. Alternately mud, hubs, ice, 
and floating crossways composed my pathway. 
Rain, snow, and sleet were almost daily visitors. 
Urged on by strong hopes of doing some little 
good, I fearlessly encountered every obstacle, and 
pressed my way on from house to house, from 
school district to school district, from town to 
town, visiting day-schools, talking with parents, 
ministers, and ex-superintendents, (for I found 
but very few Sunday-schools now in session,) and 
lecturing in the evenings and on the Sabbath to 
attentive and generally very intelligent audiences. 
I had been out but four or five days when I called 
at a blacksmith’s shop to get my horse shod. 
While there a man came into the shop in a great 
rage, having just emerged from one of those 
shameful encounters which neighbors often fall 
into about some trifling matter that a few kind 
words would have explained and settled satisfac- 
torily. Instead of this, a few barsh words kin- 
dle the passions into an inextin guishable flame of 
hatred. It was easy to see at a glance that this 
man had great natural energy, and my first thought 
was, “O, if he were only a Christian.” After a 
recital of his disgraceful interview with his neigh- 
bor to the blacksmith, I was introduced to him as a 
Sunday-school man, who was to lecture that even- 
ing at the school-house. I entered into friendly 
conversation with him, inquiring about his family 
and the neighborhood generally, and kindly in- 
vited him to attend the lecture in the evening. 
He answered all my inquiries respectfully, saying 
that he had six children; that he loved them 
tenderly ; that the children of the neighborhood 
were intelligent, but that his neighbors would be 
rather surprised to see him at a religious meeting. 

I left the shop and went to the school-house. 
There I found this man’s children. I had no dif- 
ficulty in selecting them from the rest of the 
school. At the close of the school I distributed a 
few Sunday-school tracts, and gave to a little 
daughter of this man (a very intelligent child) a 
primer, with a special message to her father. At 
an early hour in the evening he took his seat in 
the room appointed for the lecture. I dwelt 
mostly upon the duty of parents availing them- 
selves of the advantages of the Sunday-school as 
a means of salvation before they could urge the 
promise of God in behalf of their children. 

When I took my seat, this man was the first to 
rise. Said he, “ My neighbors, you all know how 
I have lived among you; that I have spent my 
Sabbaths in hunting, with my little boys to carry 
the game; that I use profane language when ex- 
cited. Now I fear the consequences of such a 
course; I want to lead a different life; I want to 
throw my influence into the other side of the 
scale, and I want you to help me. Let us have a 
Sunday-school. I will attend it with my cbil- 
dren; and I am not penniless in this matter; I 
will untie my purse-strings, and assist in buying 
alibrary.” At the family altar where I spent the 
night, and I trust at several others in the neigh- 
borhood, and also in many closets, the case of this 
man was remembered. I left next morning, and 
was soon occupied with the Sunday-school inter- 
est ef other settlements. 

About six or seven weeks afterwards I received a 
message inviting me to come back and assist these 
friends in the organization of a Sunday-school. 

At the time appointed I was on the ground. I 
called at the house of a stranger near the school- 
house to rest a few minutes before the time of 
meeting. The people had begun to assemble at 
the school-house. A bold rap was heard at the 
door, and this man entered. He scarcely stopped 
to salute the family, but rushed forward and 
seized my hand, exclaiming, “ Bless God I do see 
you again, O, I shall never forget you nor our 
first interview at the blacksmith’s shop.” Our 
short interview at this house, and on our way to 
the school-house, was deeply interesting. A large 
and intelligent congregation assembled at an early 
hour. I tried to speak to them of the Sunday- 
school as an important and efficient co-worker with 
the gospel ministry, the parent, and all other 
moral and religious agencies, in training children 
and youth for useful and tability in this 
world, and everlasting happiness in the world to 
come. At the close of my remarks a Sabbath- 
school was organized, and Mr. —— (the man I 
met at the blacksmith’s shop,) was unanimously 
chosen superintendent. 











Sansom Street Prayer-Meeting. 


(i chairman might yet add another request to the 
number just read—one mutual in its character, old 
in its date, but ever fresh, ever new—* Brethren, pray for 
us.” That lies on the table before my esteemed bre- 
thren, and there it lies from day to day by the will and 
providence of God; and there is not a day that it is not 
in place to remember that petition, that request, “pray 
for us.” Oh, brethren, if ever there was a period since 
you knew your ministers that you had need to pray for 
them, the present is the period. The times that are going 
over the church of God, and the times that are going over 
the ministry, demand the earnest prayers of all that love 
God, and have been taught of his Spirit to pray. 

Tast year, of which you have reminded us, and of 
which we can never hear but with infinite gratitude to 
God—last year it was easy to preach. In all the years of 
my life that I have been a preacher, and they have not 
been few, I never knew a year when I could preach with 
such ease, with such liberty. I had no difficulty in find- 
ing texts, and little difficulty in pursuing the train of 
thought they suggested; and if I happened to want a 
text, | had only to come to this prayer-meeting and I was 
sure to get one. Yes, many aone did I take from the 
noon-prayer-meeting of 1858, and God seemed to give me 
precious liberty and freedom in it. 

But, brethren, we live in different times. We are re- 
proached as your servants in Christ. We are meeting 
with opposition such as we have seldom known, on every 
side, and sin is elevating itself, and menacing as it never 
did before since my lect Oh! “brethren, pray 
for us!” This is our resort for ourselves—the throne of 
God. We can bear reproach, but we cannot bear the with- 
drawal of your prayers for us. Reproaches won't barm 
us; but, 0, do not cease to pray that through us the word 
of the Lord may have free course, and that through us 
the lost sinner may be saved to eternal blessedness. 

It seems to me that the times passing over Us demand 
two things in a very emphatic and peculiar manner: 
First, earnest faith in God; next, earnest holiness in mi- 
nisters and people, This seems to me to be the two-fold 
necessity—a deeper and more earnest faith in God, and 6 








more earnest life of holiness, God grant them to us! 









































CRY SERGE 








EORGE H. STUART, Esq. gave an account of the 
Fulton street prayer-meeting of the 27th of July, 
which it was his privilege to attend. By previous ar- 
that day was set apart for prayer for the out- 
pouring of the Spirit on America and on Ireland, espe- 
cially on the noon-prayer-meeting then assembled in the 
great Musical Hall of Belfast. Ex-Mayor Lambert, of 
Brooklyn, well known as one of the presiding officers at 
the National Sunday-School Teachers’ Convention, held 
in February last, led the meeting. He has just returned 
from the scenes of the wonderful revival in Treland, and 
by the permission of the meeting he was not restricted in 
the usual manner, that he might have time to relate 
something of the workings of God’s Spirit in that land. 
No paper account, he says, can give a just idea of the ex- 
tent and character of the work of grace there. He had 
no letter of introduction, and did not know a single man 
in Belfast, but early one morning he accosted a shop 


whom she could look except a younger sister, and she not 
aOhbristian. But that sister came to this meeting day 
after day, and said she, “They believe what they speak 
and pray there’”—and she would tell these incidents that 
are related here, and the exhortations given, and though 
unconverted herself, yet through her that dying woman 
was brought to Christ! 

Brethren, with incidents like these surrounding us, 
shall we not keep close to the altar? 





Ag a ti.—On the 16th day of 
last January I was in this city, and a friend met me at 
my hotel, and asked, “ Will you accompany me to the 
Noon-day Prayer-meeting?” “I am a man of prayer. 
and will go with pleasure,” I replied. I came here and 
found sweet communion with Christian hearts. I re- 
mained some ten days, and every day found my spirit 








who was opening his store and inquired about the great 
revival. “Oh,” said he, “I have the evidence of it here. 
Two young boys for months past have hardly been able 
to keep from quarrelling, but now they pray together, 
and are going from house to house leading prayer-meet- 
ings.” Going to another store, with the same inquiry, he 

was told, “ Sir, I have the evidence all through mg shop. 
My young men were converted under its influence.” The 
great Musical Hall and all the churches are filled to 
overflowing, and it is difficult to obtain seats without 
going long before the sermon begins. Mr. L. was told on 
one occasion to repair to the church very early if he 
wished to get inside, even in the vestibule. He succeeded 
in getting a seat, and watched the classes of people as 
they thronged into the placeof worship. They were com- 
posed both of the humbler and the higher classes of soci- 
ety. One fact forcibly struck his mind. Almost every 
man, woman, and child, immediately on entering and 
finding a seat, invoked a private, silent prayer on the 
meeting, then took out their Bibles, and the whole vast 
congregation seemed to be devouring the word of God for 
an hour or so previous to the beginning of the services. 

This great revival, said the speaker, has been preceded 
by a preparatory work which has been going on for years 
—out-door preaching, by means of which the gospel has 
been carried to those who were not allowed to go to Pro- 
testant churches. Truly the half has not been told us of 
the wonderful, the mighty work which God’s Spirit is 
carrying on in that island. May our own country expe- 
rience like blessings! 





A* aged divine once remarked that “ the people of God 

might have just as good ministers as they desired to 
have,” and TI believe there isa good deal of truth in the 
remark. They have access to the throne of grace, and the 
Spirit of God is ready to descend upon God’s ministers 
and make them just what the necessities of the people 
require. The minister isthe messenger of the Lord of 
Hosts, it is true; in one very important sense, also, they 
are ministers to God’s people, and God’s people havea 
more direct and a more powerful influence over their 
ministers than they have any idea of. 

My former pastor in New York told me once that he 
prepared two successive sermons, one for the morning and 
the other for the afternoon, to preach to a certain class of 
people. They had been going to church along time, yet 
seemed to derive no benefit from this means of grace. He 
labored a whole week to prepare two messages for them, 
On the Sabbath morning the rain came pouring down, 
and he said to himself, “ Not one of these people will be 
there to-day.” It seemed tohim that he had lost all his 
labor. As he lay in bed, he concluded to preach the ser- 
mon he had intended for the morning in the afternoon, 
for, thought he, “they may be out in the afternoon.” But 
upon reflection it occurred to him: “No! this is God's 
work. He induced me to prepare these sermons, and now 
he has sent the rain, and I must preach them as I in- 
tended.” Hedid preach them, and to a very small hand- 
ful of people. On Monday morning there appeared at his 
door the daughter of one of the elders of his church, of 
whose seriousness he had known nothing, who wanted to 
talk with him about her soul. In one week she joined 
his church. “Oh!” said she, “that morning message set 
me free. I have long been laboring in darkness, but on 
that Sabbath morning I saw the light as I never saw it 
before.” 

Thus you see God was preparing that soul to hear and 
to receive that message; and that minister, while he 
thought he was preparing the message for another, was 
actually preparing it for that poor sin-burdened soul. 

So it is God moves upon us and guides us. We don’t»! 
know what text to take, or what to say about it; but if 
God's people should all get on their knees, like those Bri- 
tish soldiers inthe front ranks at Waterloo—if they would 
all fall on their knees in prayer to God that their pastors 
might preach right, give the right advice to the trembling 
sinner that comes before them, say what they ought on 
that sick bed, reprove, counsel, encourage as they ought— 
Oh! if this were done, we should have different preach- 
ing—many and more glorious revivals of religion. 





7Oone can rejoice at heart more than I have rejoiced 
at the words I have heard since I have been here 
this morning. Fuith, that is the great point, and it has 
been brought out more strongly than I have heard it for 
many aday. That is what we need just now. But it 
occurs to me that we fail sometimes because we do not 
have a now faith—because we cannot believe that God 
answers and blesees us now. It is possible for a house to 
be half built before it is finished; but, “ I cannot believe,” 
says one, “that the work is done before it is done.” Well, 
you cannot, of course; but you can surely believe that 
the work is being done before it is entirely completed, 
can’t you? Now this point of our faith it is important 
we should keep in view in regard to the work we wish to 
progress among ministers and Christian people, and 
throughout the world. The now faith is the successful 
faith. The faith that looks for the result to-morrow 
surely is not as successful as that which expects the pre- 
sence of God now, which believes that Jesus is here now, 
that he hears and answers now; and that whether we 
can see the result of our faith and our prayers or not, yet 
are willing to trust it to Christ, to leave it entirely with 
him, feeling the result will one day be made manifest. 
That is the great point, the now point. Do not think of 
the morrow. 

I know this in my own experience and observation. 
Only two or three weeks ago I determined to bring my 
sermon on Sabbath morning to the now point. I be- 
lieved it while I was talking. I preached for three-quar- 
ters of an hour, and I believed that every word I said was 
taking effect now, and that the hearts of my people were 
under the influence of the Spirit now. I closed the ser- 
vice under divine influences most gracious; went home; 
sat down in my dining room for a while, to rest and fan 
myself, for it was a very oppressive day, and directly the 
bell rang. A person was admitted into the parlor. With 
tears in his eyes, he said, “I am at the now point, thank 
God, I have reached that point now. Ihave been putting 
off and putting off—coming to church and coming to 
church—but I can stand out no longer—this morning 
has brought me to the now point; and I have come to 
you to ask your advice about my soul.” 

I talked with him, loaned him a book, directly on the 
question he was inquiring about; told him to go home 
and pray, to take the matter right to God, and to believe 
now, to have faith now, and he would be saved for eter- 
nity. 

Brethren, let us have true faith. Remember, the things 
which are not seen are the objects of faith. 





E read, “And Jesus took a little child and sat him in 

the midst of them.” How often does Christ teach us 

even now by little children, just as he taught the disciples! 

It seems to me that some of the richest experimental les- 

sons I have ever learned have been out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings. 

Last evening, on my way to prayer-meeting, a little 
girl was standing on the door-step. I did not notice her 
at first, but as I passed I heard her say,“ Open the door, 
won't you, for me?” I supposed she was speaking to 
some one else, and I was passing on—“ Won't you open 
the door?” she repeated. I turned around, and there she 
stood, She could not reach the bell nor turn the door- 
handle. I stepped up, but could not turn the handle 
myself. I rang the bell, and the mother came to the door 
to her little child. 

Oh! thought I, thatis it. Here are poor sinners stand- 
ing as it were at the gate. They say, “Open the door, 
won't you?” We pass on. They cry louder. We go to 
their help. But we can’t open the door ourselves. We 
can ring the bell; yes, thank God, we can ask Christ to 
open the door and he'll let them in! Oh! there are such 
sinners, Mr, Chairman, even now, standing at the door, 
wanting to be let in. 

Last Thursday evening, after coming from the Tent, in 
the neighborhood of my residence, I passed a young man 
who was standing at the street corner, seemingly lost in 
meditation. After passing a little way on he began to 
follow after me. Presently I stopped. He came up. I 
did not know him; but, said he, calling me by name, 
“ Can you tell me what I must do to be saved ?” 

It was 11 o’clock, a dark night, and this was his ques- 
tion: “Can you tell me what I must do to be saved?” I 
took him to my home; found him under powerful con- 
viction of sin. He could not refer to any sermon or book, 
but the feeling had been coming on for some time, and at 
last this text became precious: “He shall be called Jesus, 
because he shall save his people from their sins.” “Is 
that it?” said he. “Yes,” I replied, that’s all I know 
about salvation. His name is Jesus, and Oh, he does and 
will save his people from their sins, And he will save 
you.” 

Bear with me a moment longer, Mr. Chairman. There 
isayoung mother now lying in her coffin in the upper 
part of the city. She died at peace with herGod. Where 
did she get her hope? She had no minister, no one to 





gthened and refreshed in this Sansom street meet- 
ing. I returned to my home in the West with larger 
views of Christianity than I had ever entertained before ; 
my heart was enlarged; my desires for the coming of the 
kingdom, and that the people of God should reign tri- 
umphant, were made strong. Since then, I have visited 
a great many places in the West, in the mission God has 
bestowed upon me—I have been here and there, hither 
and yonder,—and now again am back in the State of 
Pennsylvania, and once more am in the Sansom street 
prayer-meeting—for which I bless God. 

I ask your prayers again, brethren, for Cincinnati. We 
sympathize with your present Sunday trials; but I would 
say that the voice of prayer, going up morning, noon and 
night, will not be lost, If we can accomplish it in no 
other way, we can pray that those designs and efforts to 
rob us of our Sabbath-day and its enjoyments, may be 
brought to nought, and that Cincinnati, and your own 
fair city, may not be cursed with a Sabbath of merri- 
ment, pleasure-seeking, and disorder. 





Thursday Afternoon Prayer-Meeting. 
HE topic for meditation and remark was “Waiting 
upon the Lord;” more particularly as expressed in 
the first verse of the 40th Psalm, “I waited patiently for 
the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.” 

Now four things are trae in regard to the Psalmist’s 
experience in waiting for the Lord in prayer. First, he 
desired the thing for which he prayed; second, he erred 
to God for the thing; third, he waited on God to secure 
the thing; and fourthly, at last he did secure it. 

I suppose it is true in regard to many among the real 
people of God, that oftentimes difficulties arise in the mind 
as to what is really meant by this “ waiting upon God” in 
prayer. Oftentimes there are doubts which of two ex- 
tremes we are most liable to fall into if we wait upon 
God. There is such a thing as going through a series of 
devotional exercises, a form of prayers, presenting to God 
certain petitions and desires we have ‘on our mind, and 
then leaving the whole result with him, feeling that after 
all God is a sovereign God, and he must accomplish 
thething if it ever be accomplished—that the work is 
his, not ours. Now, under these circumstances there 
may be ing like a ptation to the sin of pre- 
sumption. We may be expecting God to do the thing, 
when really the heart is never sufficiently interested in 
it to go to the throne of grace, and wrestle and impor- 
tune with the Lord in such a manner as is worthy of 
being called prayer at all. Hence many professing Chris- 
tians may be real believers—they may believe that God 
answers prayer, but are all the while persuading them- 
selves that they are waiting for an answer, when truly 
they have offered no petition—presented no genuine sup- 
plication at the mercy-seat at all! Hence the danger of 
that extreme—the exercise of presumption—the referring 
to mere formalism as surety for the answer which God 
only gives as the reward of wrestling, prevailing prayer. 

The other extreme is impatience. A real Christian may 
offer up his desires in an earnest, informal manner; he 
may wrestle with God, he may be importunate, and yet, 
after all, he may be very impatient. He may be guilty 
of dictating to God. He may feel in his heart, “Now I 
want this thing just precisely in this shape, and just pre- 
cisely at this time,” and if he don’t receive it in just the 
form he expects, he is dissatisfied with God! There is, 
therefore, just here a clear case of nice casuistry for the 
Christian and the minister, a matter we oftentimes need 
to know in regard to our closet experience, how far we 
are really “ waiting upon God” in the first place; and in 
the second place, how far are we “patiently” waiting 
upon God. 

I have seen many real believers earnestly desirous for 
spiritual blessings upon themselves, their families, their 
relations, who yet seem, practically, to show very little 
real interest. They never speak to their families; they 
never converse on heart religion with their brothers or 
their sisters, or their unconverted neighbors, for whom 
they profess to be praying so earnestly! Such have no 
real anxiety for the salvation of these souls. How often 
have we seen the case of burdened hearts coming to the 
minister of God, with the appeal, “Oh! can’t you help 
me to pray?” How often, too, the request comes up to 
the noon~day prayer-meeting, from believers, appealing 
most earnestly for the intercession of God’s people in be- 
half of ungodly friends, thereby intimating that their 
own lications are ig with God, and that he 
is unwilling to hear their prayers! 

It may be God only intended the delay that he might ex- 
ercise the faith and patience of his children; he intended 
to bestow his gracious answers in due season; and he 
wishes in all his dealings with their petitions, to make 
them feel their dependence upon him for the answer, and 
prepare them the better to appreciate it when it does 
come. Blessed be God for the assurance that if we con- 
tinue to “ wait patiently on God” in the exercise of the 
means, the blessing will come! and his children may 
all have reason to say with the Psalmist, “I waited pa- 
tiently for the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry.” 








LIKE very much the topic presented for the medita- 

tions of this meeting; for I think we can never talk 
too much about prayer. Il was thinking, during the re- 
marks of the former speaker, of the reasons why Chris- 
tians should be willing to “ wait patiently upcn God.” 

One reason is, my brethren, we have kept God waiting 
along time for us. Before we were willing to offer our 
hearts to him we kept the blessed Saviour knocking a 
very long time at the door of our hearts. 

Another reason, I believe, is, that God keeps his people 
frequently waiting for blessings, in order that they may 
may reach the true posture of faith. We are saved by 
faith. We are to look up to God, not only when we see 
the blessings in our hands, or when we see them 
in his hands ready, all ready to be poured into our 
bosoms, but we are to adopt the sentiment expressed in 
Isaiah, “I will wait upon the Lord that hideth his face 
from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.” True 
faith is willing to wait upon God in the dark. When 
clouds gather around his throne, when darkness is around 
about it, then is the time when we should be willing to 
“wait upon God.” This is the spirit in which we should 
pray—waiting patiently, perseveringly, with a constant, 
practical recognition of God’s sovereignty, believing he is 
able to answer our prayers, that he is willing to do it, 
that he knows best when to do it, and submitting like 
little children to our Heavenly Father to answer our 
petitions in his own good time and way. 

One more reasor why we should as Christians be will- 
ing to “ wait patiently on God,” is that the blessings we 
will gain by thus waiting are worth the waiting for. 
Sometimes I fear we do not begin to realize what we are 
asking for when we put up our prayers to the throne of 
grace. If we ask to grow in grace, oh! what are 
we asking of God? That we may be more Godlike, 
that we may have more of the spirit of Jesus, that 
we may be fitter for the abode and happiness of 
heaven! If weask for the conversion of a dear friend, 
a child, a brother, a sister, a son, a daughter, a parent, 
oh, what do we plead for? We are asking for the eternal 
salvation of an immortal soul, which is linked with ours 
in the dearest ties, the closest bonds earth can feel! Are 
not these things worth the waiting for? If we ask that 
the Divine Spirit may descend upon our churches; if as 








EAR again the passage which was read this morn- 

ing—“ For we know in part, and we prophecy in 
part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away.” Thank God that 
the time will come when “that which is perfect” shall 
have come. Why, a brother stood up here at the com- 
mencement of this meeting, and told us we did not half 
understand God’s Word. Suppose we do not; suppose 
there are some things in that Word we do not fully un- 
derstand—let us praise his name that we understand 
enough of it to take our souls up to everlasting glory. 
Let us praise God that we understand that blessed, that 
most precious of all truths, “The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin.” Mind that, sinner—*“The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin!” 

Oh, my dear brother, if you are not cleansed from sin 
by the precious blood of Jesus Christ, remember another 
passage in the Bible, remember it !—* The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” 
Will you not be cleansed in his precious blood? Yes, if 
we do not understand all of God’s Word, let us continu- 
ally praise him that we know as much of it as wedo; that 
we understand how we may gain heaven and escape hell. 

And then, brethren, let us be continually looking for- 
ward to that time “when that which is perfect shall 
come,” and all these things we do not now 
do not fully realize, about each other, about God’s Word, 
about the blessed Saviour; when all these will be made 
fully clear, and open and beyond doubt—when we shall 
“see as we are seen, and know even as we are known!” 





The Revival in Ireland. 


TPE revival in Ireland still progresses with 
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cited if they were awoke from their slumber with the 
intelligence that the ship was sinking. It is not a matter 
of surprise that when men suddenly awake to a view of 
judgment and of hell, their terror and earnestness should 
occasionally result in some undisciplined demonstrations. 
Let Christians ;ray and work for the conversion of all 
men. If men are ready to hear, to pray, to step aside 
from the factory, the and the street, to 
Listen to the call to repent and believe, let neither the fear 
nor the reality of excitement hinder us from bidding such 
a movement 

The second objection to a revival is the uncertainty of 
sudden conversions. We are not aware that Paul’s Chris- 
tianity was less true because in one day he passed from 
death unto life. Nearly all the conversions recorded in 
the New Testament are “sudden conversions.” We have 
but to recall the 3,000 conversions which the day of Pen- 
tecost witnessed, and the memorable instance of the jailer 
at Philippi, and bow before the Sovereign Power which 
can mould the clay into a vessel of mercy as easily in one 
hour asin a year, After all, does not this objection arise 
mainly from our want of faith, and from our attributing 
too much to human instraction and instrumentality? 
In all cases in which no Divine agency is at work, sud- 
den resolutions and sudden impulses may justly be re- 
garded with suspicion; but if, after careful consideration 
and analysis of facts, we see reason to believe that a re- 
vival in any locality is the work of God, this objection is 
at once swept away. It is, perhaps, natural to class 
“sudden conversions” under the head of fanatical delu- 
sions, and to consider those times in which they become 
a frequent incident as periods of an epidemic enthusiasm 
utterly opposed to the regular growth of a rational piety. 
It must be remarked, however, that religious crises, both 








ished force, and is ing an ng amount 
of attention from religious men, because of the unmis- 
takable evidence it offers of Divine power being at work; 
from worldly men, because of the great social and moral 
changes which it is producing; from scientific men, from 
its unpreced ychological effects. It is now an ad- 
mitted fact, that a : power of no human origin, and which 
cannot be wielded by human agency, is at work both on 
the minds and bodies of men. Three things distinguish 
this revival from any which have preceded it in this 
country. Ist. The ~ absence of any plans or organi- 
zation for p 2d. That 
there is no sehen evangelist of the revival, as 
Wesley or Whitfield, not even a North or a Ratcliffe, at- 
tracting thousands by his force or his power, but a spon- 
taneous religious influence has been felt extending 
th hout : all d inati 3d. That extraordinary 
physical p the t, which 
cannot be satisfactorily accounted for. ‘The greater por- 
tion of the population in the districts at present affected 
is awed by religious truth. The work originated in no 
grand demonstration, neither was it heralded by omens 
and predictions. Yet its features are so marked, and the 
changes which result from it so palpable, as to attract the 
attention even of cold sceptical philosophy, which recog- 
nizes with wonder the genuineness of a movement pro 
duced by an agency of which it has no knowledge, and to 
whose operations science furnishes no key. 

Since our publication of last week, Antrim and Derry 
have been visited by two strangers, whose names we are 
not at liberty to mention. One of them occupies a high 
position in his own country, both as a theologian and a 
philosopher, and took the same dispassionate analyzing 
view of the revival that he would of any other phenome- 
non. His testimony is peculiarly valuable. He regards 
the whole as a Divine work, and would not say that the 
physical demonstrations indicate any evil agency. These 
strangers were very much impressed by the peculiar 
nature of the physical phenomena, which differ from any 
which have been witnessed before. In other revivals, 
both in England and America, persens who were deeply 
convinced of sin have been seen to cry and moan, and 
make leaps and other contortions, but invariably convic_ 
tion of sin, and consequent terror, have preceded any de- 
monstrations of this nature. In Ireland the case is occa- 
sionally reversed, and persons without any religious feel- 
ing suddenly utter a short cry, and fall into a swoon, in 
which they remain for hours, or occasionally for one or 
two days, awakening in extreme agony of mind, succeed- 
ed by the joy of pardon. These gentlemen mentioned 
three remarkable instances of this nature, in none of 
which had there been any previous religious impression. 
A young lady in the upper ranks of life was seated at a 
piano playing some dance music, when she fell from her 
seat in a swoon, from which she awoke in an agony of 
religious conviction. Two Romish priests walking along 
the road were similarly affected. A curate, while read- 
ing the church tervice, fell back in the reading desk, 
“smitten,” as the people call it. Professor Gibson, of 
Belfast, was preaching an ordinary sermon in his usual 
quiet style, when, without any apparent cause, at differ- 
ent periods of the discourse, five persons were affected in 
this manner. At another church, during a quiet sermon, 
and when no previous excitement had existed, two hun- 
dred persons were convinced of sin, with more or less of 
the same attendant phenomena. These are some of the 
circumstances which came under the notice of these two 
intelligent inquirers. They are deserving of very atten- 
tive consideration, and very impartial and thorough is- 
vestigation. We must attribute them to some other 
cause than the “excitability of the Irish character.” It 
must be remembered that these are the Scotch-Irish, less 
mercurial in their temperament than the English; and 
whose religious character has been moulded by the 
sobrieties of a Presbyterianism which has been accused 
of urging towards Unitarianism. If these startling phe 
nomena are the work of the author of evil, they are to be 
deprecated, and guarded against in every possible way; 
if, according to the view taken by our valued correspon- 
dent, “W.C.,” they are the result of Divine agency, we 
can only fold our hands and marvel at his work, who 
“can do as he wills with his own.” 

We will not enter into minute details of the work. Its 
general aspects are very marvellous. The spirit of 
prayer and of hearing is evoked, and b are 
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in individuals and communities, are not so sudden as they 
appear to the looker-on; in this respect they, like some 
apparently sudden changes in the material world, have 
their invisible preparatory causes. We now hear of hun- 
dreds being brought suddenly into Christ’s fold, and ex- 
claim doubtingly, “Can these things be!” We know only 
in part; we have not seen the previous soul-history of 
these converted persons; the deep in-working of Provi- 
dentiai discipline; the faint dawn, of which the manifest 
conversion is but the perfect day. Heavy afflictions in 
years gone by; the soul’s weary feeling of unrest, losses, 
sicknesses, disappointments, chastisements, and mercies; 
words spoken by voices that on earth shall speak no 
more ;—all these, under God’s guiding hand, have been 
working in the soul, until, at last, one slight outward 
pressure, @ little more urging from the Holy Spirit, and 
man comes out in a decided religious change. Wesee the 
change, and, knowing nothing of the previous soul his- 
tory, call it a “sudden conversion.” 

We urge upon our readers carefully to consider these 
two points, and judge all religious movements rather by 
the rule of unerring truth than by their prejudices or 
predilections. The germ of the awakening in Ireland 
might have been seen a year ago, when a few earnest 
Christians met and besought the Lord, day and night, 
that he would pour ont his Spirit upon their neighbor 
hood. May all the Churches feel that it isa solemn thing 
to have the “Kingdom of God” brought so nigh unto 
them! May none be as Gideon’s fleece, which remained 
dry while the dew o@heaven fell all around !— London 
Beacon. 


Schools and Colleges. 





ComMENCckMENT AT Yate CoLLeaer—The Cbneio ad 
Clerum was delivered on Monday on July 26th, by 
bg Pong Ty Hiram P. — = Norwich, Ct. _—- sidan 
Beta Kappa ity met on D 
aad Gusteh tee cotton ant nd Poet for the following z year: 
orator, Wm. M. Evarts, N 





F. Thomas, Boston; Jahn o ee, Boston—sub- 
stitute, Dr. J. G. Hol Springfield, 
The Alumni met at 9 o'clock. Anal i Huntington, of 


the class of 1819, was ey President of the meeting; 
Jonathan Edwards, S. the same class, was appointed 
Honorary oor, woe the meeting was opened with 
prayer by Dr. David Field, of the class of 1802. On the 
platform were Benjamin Silliman, 8r., the Rev. Dr. Hawes, 
of Hartford, Pr. Jonathan Knight, Prof. J. W. Gib’ 
President Jeremiah Day. Dr. Eh ves, of New Haven, an 
Dr. B cy ‘yin Ceylon. The obitu- 
ary lit was then read by the Rev. Dr. Dutton, of New 

aven 

Po necro) of the year shows that since the last 

mnt 43 of the g have 


died, with an 
av se of 64 years. 
swore ag obituary notices the following were especi- 
ally dwelt upon: 
‘acob Bond I’on, died at Charleston, 8. C., July 17, 


1859, aged 77. 
William Tully, M. D., died at Springfield, Mass., Feb. 
William Jay, died at Bedford, Westchester county, N 
be October 14, 1858, aged 67 IN.Y,N + 


ut A. DeF » died at Roch 
aged 44. 
Henry L. Ellsworth, was born at Windsor, Ct., Novem- 
ber 10, 1791, and died at Fair Haven, Ct., Dec. 27, 1858. 
aven, March 4, 1859, 


Sherman Crosswell, died at New 
es 


Gen. James Gadsden, died in Charleston, 8. C., December 
23, 1858, aged 70. 
Augustus L. Hillhouse, died March 14, 1859, in Eragny 
(a small village near Paris), 67. 
Prof. ‘ison Olmstead was born at East Hartford, Ct., 
June 18, 1791, and entered Yale College in 1809. 
After th of the mene Ene were made 











the readi 
by. the Hon. Daniel Lord, of Prof. Silliman, 
Dr. Dickson, of the class of 1814; Dr. Eli Ives, of New 


hw the Hon. E. K. Foster, of New Haven; 
; Ric Field, Esq., neeton; Gov 
bull, of Tilinois; the Rev. Dr. of Ceyion; the Hon 
William B. (class of 1814); Chancellor 
of W the class of 18; 
In ee afternoon, the celebrated lite ae of the 
col «Brothers in Unity” and “ Linonian,” 


 anpual meeti: 
Geasinsto mevting of the Alumni of the 


— Pete School was held on Tuesday 
he President’s Lecture Room. An A i 
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Ministers and Churches. 


ALLEN.—The Rev fo 

call = ihe Prosyieran™ there in yringville, i Erie 

county, N. Y. 

ANDREW —The Rev. W: II. Androw has resigned the 

po og Be Coneenn 2 nited Presbyterian congre- 

ANNAN r. 44 pea Pong 
the ven A rake ene 
x " 

ceived a call to the Presbyterian church of Fernandina, 

Pi apy ‘The Rev. A. M. Brown has the pas- 

care of the Baptist church in North Co- 
Ibe soey, 8. . Dr. George pastoral 
relation to the 


Burrowes’ 
Pres church of N Pa, 
staan So '0h Saturn iat of Paneee 
on the 2lst of June. 

Conrornove.—Mr. Clinton Colegrove was set tothe 


Bridgewater, Mass., was ved an ecclesiastical 

See 19th of July. Mr. C. bas bs been pastor for 

tave~On the 17th of July, the Rev. P. 8. Davis was 

installed pastor of the German Reformed church of _— 

ristown, Penn’a. He enters bey ete te ate wg 
pastoral relation bet: 


Fay. —The Rev. &. B Pay 


ond Oe Cngeind Gare at Davina, Obie wen aie 
solved on the 1ith of July. 


Futier.—The Rev. H. C. Fuller has the pasto- 
rate of the Baptist church in Forestville, Chautauque 
county, N. Y. 

GuL.—The Rev. J. Gill, oo, See removed to 
pe tor yd TH, to tak of church 
of that town. 

Grmone.—The Rev. Mr. Gilmore, a recent gptue ¢ 

Princeton ical Seminary, has pe rm oad a call 
pn nla A aed ndiana Presbyterian Saleh) oerVs- 


HAncock.—The Rev. John Hancock, of Council Bluffs, 
a laplehapeeenale sigan nas 


Hawisr—The Rey Rev. Ds Hawle: Ree 5 a 
Presb: Peekskill, Fats a a 
call Tn thet rirst Presbyterian church of Keokuk, 


ilott-— The Rev. E. D. bry dey taken charge of 
Presbyterian church Minnesota, 

Ooo oe the 13th of July Mr. P. J. B, Honse was 

yn ty Arg om eray) in the First Baptist church of 


Horr The Rev. 7, Ae Hoyt has the 
of the mission of the Free Chapel of St. Sunch, 
New York. 
Horusurt.—Mr. Calvin B. ~*~ of the Senior Class 
at Andover, has accepted a call to the 
church at New Haven, Vt. 
Jzssur.—The Rev. Edward Jessup has resigned his 
—_ of the Grace church of Bath, Maine. 


il 


Mrnor.—The 








bm A ordained in 
of Rochester, N. Y., on the 17th 
—The Rev. D. T. Packard, who has supplied 


PackaRD 
the pulpit of the pager bene «| 
yo be gs perowraly re 


— 
Quivt.—The Rev. £. | O00. ¢ Soe. mn iy 
received a call from the North Congregational ch urch of 





formed, tnd articiw of orgabinaion ‘were adopted. “tt 


was resol 
of the Sontes of the school, on Bd of Commence- 
isto, by an historial address and a dinner. 
It dis- 


oration, on Phillie 
tothe comi 


cussed the subject of American 
Cita 
Of these, 71 were admitted 





evening. was 





preaching the Word who were in the ways of sin a fort- 
night ago. In some villages intemperance, profanity, and 
other forms of immorality have almost entirely disap- 
peared. There are prayer-meetings in factories, in private 
dwellings, in the fields, and in large rooms obtained for 
this purpose. A few days ago, in Belfast, 25,000 persons 
were assembled for prayer at one time. In many places 
these meetings are carried on all night. The first fruit of 
the Spirit there, as elsewhere, has been union. Mid-day 
ministerial prayer-meetings are held in Belfast, at which 
ministers of five different denominations are to be found, 
and the evil spirit of sect and party appears for the time 
to be quelled. A zeal for holy life is evident among the 
converts. Many have forsaken sinful callings, others 
have made restitution, all are anxious for the conversion 
of their friends and neighbors. Many of the prayerless 
have learned to call upon God in secret, in the family, and 
in his house; the quarrelsome have become peaceable, 
the drunkards sober, and the dissipated pure. Such are 
@ few of the fruits of the revival. If these people con- 

tinue thus, then they are disciples indeed. 

Notwithstanding the mass of ratisfactory evidence by 
which the reality of the American revival was attested, 
and although we have trustworthy testimony that the 
Irish movement is a work of Divine grace, there are 
Christians who urge two serious objections against revi- 
vals, which we will briefly notice. 

The first is that the excitement produced by a multi- 
plication of services, and by extra ministerial ministra- 
tions, and other unusual means, is injurious, and tends to 
stir the surface of emotion, leaving the depths of the 
heart unchanged. Allowing that “ excitement” isa usual 
attendant upon revivals, let us inquire into its nature 
and causes. In such a revival as that which occurred in 
America, this excitement consisted in a nearly universal 
religious interest; in religion being the topic of conver- 
sation in families, in public conveyances, and in hotels ; 
in attendance on the ordinary services being doubled, and 
in a general demand for morning, mid-day, and evening 
ordinances during the week, which were attended by 
large and earnest crowds. The physical manifestations 





church members we are asking that the hands of our pas- 
tors may be held up; when we pray just now that they 
may be strengthened in their ahsence from us, and be the 
more qualified when they come back to eater with new 
life and power and success in the Master’s service, oh! 
what are we asking for? That the servants of God, the 
ambassadors of Christ may be qualified to engage man- 
fully in that great fight now going on between Jesus arid 
the devil, between the sons of God and the friends of the 
Redeemer, and the servants of Belial and the enemies of 
the church. 

Oh, my brethren, let us be patient when we wait upon 
God! Let us have faith in him, submit to his own will; 
pray in the | ge of the b iful hymn, 

“Lord, submissive make us go,” 
and then let us each realize the worth of the blessings for 
whose enjoyment and perpetuation we meet here from 
Week to week, and look to God for his blessing to come 
upon all our efforts in his cause and kingdom. 








Prayer-Meeting Addresses. 
HAT is it, sinner, that we offer to you to-day? Gold, 
silver, precious stones, or anything that this world 
can offer? No! No! It is ereRNal Lire by Jesus Christ 
our Lord. This is offered to you without money, without 
price, now offered. Jesus Christ is uplifted high before 
you. He has spilled his precious blood upon the cross to 
wash out your sins. You are invited tocome. At this 
moment you are entreated to ask God to pardon you for 
Jesus’ sake. You may be sure if you will come now, you 
shall be pardoned now, and you shall receive what will 
last you not for a day, or for a year, but forever and for- 
ever! 





pted, the Irish revival presents the same characteris- 
tics. Another feature of this “excitement” is that a deep 
conviction of sin seizes upon numbers who attend these 
services, urging them to seek instruction from all whoare 
capable of affording it. These are the prominent features 
of the “excitement,” which so many Christian people 
dread. In recalling the instances of the Spirit working, 
we find first that when John the Baptist preached that 
men should repent, hundreds of men left their hemes and 
occupations to follow a preacher who could tell them how 
they might flee from the wrath to come. In the time of 
our Lord, thousands followed him into the arid, dreary 
desert to hear his words. But when Christ was seated 
at the right hand of God, the Spirit was poured out. Was 
not this Spirit to abide with the Church forever? Was 
his manifestation to be confined to those few short years 
which succeeded the ascension? Are the Church and the 
world of this later day to be less favored? And if not, 
may we not expect that the sensation created will bear 
some resemblance to that of 1,800 yearsago? There was 
what might be termed excitement during the early out- 
pourings of the Spirit. Very strong expressions are used 
to deacribe it, The assembled people were “ confounded” 
—they “were all amazed and marvelled.” Multitudes 
came together from all parte, whole cities were moved, 
ordinary business was suspended, persons engaged in sin- 
ful lestroyed their impl ts, and “ there 
was no small stir about that way.” 

The excitement which so many dread is oftener tn idea 
than in reality, but if it does not exceed that of the apos- 
tolic age, we must not cavil at it, much as we may depre- 
cate it. We should not blame excitement if all the in- 
habitants of a village suddenly heard that the bank in 
which all their property was invested had broken—we 
should not blame the passengers in a ship for being ex- 
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Connecticut ;) Asahel Thompson, Farmington, 
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Raprorp.—Mr. Charles J. Radford was ordained in the 
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YMOND.—' a 
from the Tabernacle in 
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SEI A PERT OS * 


it teacher, 


together . 

catty — of the pon will ro a 

ose present, but respectfully sug- 

} ages it, after a brief devotional exercise, 

convention should be organized by the 

election of some well known individual as 

President, together with Secretaries, and, if 

; of several Vice Presidents, repre- 
8 the various denominations. 

hear brief, comprehensive reports of 

towns, 


and consider and decide the question of the 
of a county association 
t of one or more secretaries 


In the afternoon, a) t the town secreta- 
Rigeeinn Ga ree esnsee 
e order, manage- 

ment, — and teaching in the schools, 
the ment of mission and district 
schools, together with what means can be 
to reach the destitute sections in the 


sporere towns. 

the evening, there can be a large union 
mass meeting in the largest church or hall, to 
be addressed by earnest speakers, in order to 


for iaformation 
disci 


increase the general interest in the cause. 


Iam happy to add that we have secured 
the attendance of Messrs. ——, well 
known as devoted and ardent friends of the 
cause, and it is to be hoped that the conven- 
tion will be one of much interest and benefit. 


Yours, most respectful! 
, Ss 
retary for Saratoga county. 
——, July 31st, 1859. 


N. B.—Be kind enough to extend this invi- 
tation to any school in your neighborhood 


not connected with any church. 


Schools will come prepared with reports of 
r.” 


a short, tical 
I thin 


cumstances. R. G. P. 
New York, August, 1859. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


MOUNTAINS. 


ANY of the most striking and momen- 
tous events in the religious history of 


human race have had 


otherwise enshroud it. 
The 
the 


sionaries have 


boon of its rivers. 


In the awful judgment which almost swept 
@ guilty race from the earth, the one family of 
survivors, after drifting for months hither and 
thither upon a shoreless ocean, found their 
ark stranded, but not wrecked, upon some 
bald and craggy peak of Ararat—which, like 
® mountain piled on mountains, first reared 
its head sublimely op above the utter desola- 


tion that had engulphed a world. 


It was on Mount Moriah that Abraham ex- 
hibited that most wonderful example of faith 
and obedience, in his preparations to sacrifice 


his beloved son. 


Mount Sinai was honored by the visible 
presence of the Eternal God as the Lawgiver 
The thunders pealing and re- 
verberating among its granite caverns—the 
rending their flaming way through 
that crowned its hoar and splinter- 
ed summit—the tremendous bray of a trum- 
pet, whose deafening roar made the whole 
camp, clustered at its base, shiver and trem- 
ble like terrified children,.heralded his com- 
ing; and as the wheels of the celestial chariot 
rolled downward, bearing the King of Kings 
to face 
with man, Mount Sinai was altogether on a 
smoke, because the Lord descended upon it 
in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as 
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
It was in the midst of phe- 
nomena like these, for a sublimely solemn 
attestation, that the ficger of God wrote upon 
tablets of stone those laws which, from that 
day down to the present, have bound man to 
the practice of virtue and religion, and which 
are the very foundation of every righteous 
system of jurisprudence by which earth’s 
teeming population has since been governed. 

It was from one of the frowning cliffs of 
Horeb that the murmurs for water of the poor 
wanderers in the wilderness of Zin were quiet- 
ed, and the stroke of the mystic rod was 
answered by a plentiful gush of cool, clear, 


of his people. 


lightn 
the clou 


and Lord of Lords to an interview 


quaked greatly. 


blessed water. 


From the heights of Gerizim and Ebal, the 
designated tribes having taken their places, 
were uttered by consecrated lips the blessings 
and the curses to which, like the noise of 
many waters, the united voice of the assembled 
people, rolling through the intervening valley, 
and echoing as the bound of a thunder-peal 
from the overhanging rocks, must respond, 


* Amen.” 


Upon Mount Hor the sacerdotal garments 
were stripped from Aaron to invest his son, 
and there in the top of the mount, with per- 
haps none to witness che death-scene but his 

and his son, the first high priest of 
the Levitical dispensation went up to heaven. 

the summit of Pisgah, Moses gazed, 
with undimmed eye and the firm vigor of 
manhood, over into the blessed land, the 
” whose soil his foot, though 
it bad toiled through desert, and wilderne s, 
the place, must never 
tread; and there, in a valley near, he was 


“land of p 
and flood, to 
borne to his unknown sepulchre. 


Mount Oarmel, too, was closely associated 





these forms are sufficient for all or- 
cases, to be varied according to cir- 


eir theatre on 
mountains or in their immediate neighbor- 
hood—as if, like the places where they were 
enacted, these incidents were the great pro- 
trusive moral points, whereon are piled God’s 
marvelous dealings with man—divine teach- 

divine warnings, and the great, living, 
glorious truths and hopes which relieve the 
world of that awful darkness that would 


en of Paradise itself, according to 
tures of some eminent authorities, 
was situated in the mountainous regions of 
Armenia, with which our own Nestorian mis- 
made themselves familiar. 
Herder tells us that the traditions of some of 
the Asiatic nations place this garden on the 
loftiest land of the globe, with an original 
living fountain, and with its waters fertilizing 
the world. Chinese and Thibetians, Hindoos 
and Persians speak of some primitive moun- 
tain of the creation, around which lands, seaa, 
and islands lie, and from the cloud-capped 
summit of which the earth haz received the 


a hom 


with some of the most 
tory of the 


events in the 
and 
, Was situated upon 
four beg and Bezetha. 
Upen Zion stood the royal pad of 
David, and Solomon’s glorious temple crown 
| “In the history of Christ, there is a most 
igre conspicuousness given to events 
occurred on mountains. How many 
times he is spoken of as ing to the 
Mount of Olives. After the institution of the 
supper, at a late hour of the night, he directed 
his steps, as was his wont, to this mountain. 
The brook Kidron is crossed, and there at the 
foot peng ay og a “en of 
Gethsemane, mournful scene pas- 
sion, which wrung from his brow great drops 
—— as it had been blood, rolling down to 


Tabor was the scene of the Transfi- 
where Christ's mortal body was 
shrouded with an unearthly 
dor, which seems a to represent to 
our minds a faint idea of celestial glory. 

But what shall we say of Calvary? Sinai 
had its thunderings and trumpet-blasts— 
Tabor blazed with the wonderful glory of the 
Transfiguration—Olivet witnessed the inward 
struggles of the Man of Sorrows, and heard 
his wail, “My soul is exceeding sorrow- 
ful, even unto death—if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me!” Calvary received 
his footsteps as he toiled towards its summit 
with his cross; and when he exclaimed, “It 
is finished,” the very rocks that made the 
framework of the mountain were torn asunder, 
as if shuddering at the awful deed, and 
God hung out a drapery of supernatural 
darkness round Calvary as one of the solem- 
nities of the Crucifixion, or as if to hide from 
the view of nature, by a funeral pall, a scene 
of such unparalleled wickedness. 

The geographical location of this moun- 
tain is lost. No one knows where Cal- 
vary stood. Tradition and conjecture can 
only talk vaguely about it. Perhaps it will 
never be identified. But it neednotbe. The 
incident that made Calvary sacred stands out 
as high as heaven in its glorious singleness, 
and that will never be forgotten or lost sight 
of. So long as saints in heaven shall sing 
songs of redemption, and the “innumerable 
company” shall cast their crowns at those feet 
which once toiled painfully up the steeps of 
pee at each new change shall ring on the 
eternal hallelujah ! * 


BEARING THE CROSS. 


NE pleasant summer eve, a poor deformed 
girl had wandered alone to one of the 
public squares in P. , seating herself be- 
neath a tree, where she could see the fountain 
sending up its playful waters. She forgot for 
a while her loneliness; but presently a party 
of young ladies came by, and one, in thought- 
less merriment, exclaimed : 

“Do look at that little wretch’s back!” All 
turned, and with curious eyes gazed upon her. 
I was seated on an opposite bench; and as 
they passed on, sacked the tears as they over- 
flowed the eyes of the sensitive child. Ap- 
proaching her, I endeavored to speak con- 
soling words. With a slight caress of her 
little hand, and eyes blinded with tears, she 
looked up to me and said: “Thank you, 
ma’am, for being so kind. My Sabbath- 
school teacher says, my cross has been placed 
upon my back; butoh! kind lady, when peo- 
ple look upon me so proudly, and the boys 
call me ugly names, and the girls won’t let 
me play with them, then I feel so badly, and 
I cannot help crying. Do tell me, lady, will 
Jesus never take my cross away ?” 

Years ed by, and once more at my 
boarding-house I met the child, now grown 
towomanhood. Her countenance was spirit- 
ually beautiful, but she still bore the burden 
of her childhood. Being together for some 
weeks, an intimacy sprang up between us; 
and one day, as we sat conversing, she alluded 
to our first meeting. ‘My misfortune,” said 
she, “was long a source of grievous unhap- 
piness: but, thank God, there at last came 
to me an answer to my oft-asked question : 
Shall I never cease to bear this cross?” And, 
going to her portfolio, she handed me the 
ollowing lines, observing, ‘The last line has 
been my consolation.” Thinking others simi- 
larly situated might possibly derive some 
little comfort from its perusal, I send it to 
you, dear ——, with the kind regards of 

ELLEN. 
The tear will fall, O Father, 
When I see 
Those curious glances 
Fixed on me. 

How long this cross, my Saviour, must I bear? 

“ Until thine eyes no more can shed a tear.” 











The flush will rise, O Father, 
When I hear 
Those rude, insulting words— 
The bitter jeer. 
How long, O Lord, must I, with trembling, fear? 
“Till thou these mocking words no more canst 
hear!” 


Sad are my thoughts, 0 Father, 
Well I know, 
Ofttimes neglects are mine, 
For this deep woe. 
How long, kind Parent, must I check each sob? 
“ Until thy heart no more with pain can throb.” 


Then, all my life, O Father, 
Teach me how 
Beneath this galling cross 
To humbly bow. 
Oh! shall I never cease to feel thy rod? 
“All trials cease in heaven, at home with God!” 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


A PLEA FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 





N abstract of a sermon preached by the 
Rev. J. B. Ripley, pastor of the Mariner’s 
church Water street, above Walnut. 

Text—“ The Lord thinketh upon (for) me.” 
Ps., 40; 17. 

1, The Lord thinketh wonderfully for us. 
“ Many, O, Lord my God, are thy wonderful 
works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts 
which are to us ward.” 

His Son was the “ wonderful.” 
derful God careth for us at all. 

2. God thinketh well, thoroughly for us. 
Sees the end from the beginning. Never has 
had to alter a single plan. 

3. God thinketh for us constantly. A sad day 
when he should say “let alone.” Speaking 
of his vineyard, Isaiah, 27:3, he says, “I, the 
Lord, do keep it. I will water it every mo- 
ment; lest any hurt it. I will keep it night 
and day.” 

4. God thinketh lovingly. “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

The Sabbath-school teacher is the thinker 
for his scholars. That is, he is the medium 
of transfer for what God thinketh. The 
Bible is in his hand; the holy Spirit is acces- 
sible to enlighten his mind out of that Bible, 
in order to his supply of his class. 

This I insist first, That the Bible, the whole 
Bible, and only the Bible must he teach. 
How, when, what part at a time, he shall 
teach, he is left to think for himself, and thus 
think for his class. 


1. As God thinketh for us, the teacher 
should think wonderfully for his scholars. The 
wonders of redemption should so fill his soul, 
that he cannot help talking about them. No 
lesson should be finished without showing 
its connection with personal salvation ; as no 
lesson can he, if it is thoroughly biblical. 
“ Bring them to Jesus,” and say, ‘‘ Behold the 
Lamb of God.” 

2. He should think well, thoroughly. Take 


It is won- 





to be ready to come before his class. 
in the Apocrypha, it is said that four answers 
were given to the question, What is the 
strongest thing on earth, namely, wine, the 
king, women, truth. The last was pronouneed 
the best answer. Indeed, truth is mighty, 
and must prevail, and he who attains unto it 
must take mighty pains. “Study to show 
thyself approved.” ‘Hold forth the form of 
sound words.” 

I know that it is often said, “ { understand 
it, but I cannot tell it.” Not so; it is not 
thoroughly understood, for one can only 
think, or understand, in language. 

3. The teacher should think constantly, 
“Always abounding in the work of the 
Lord.” If his class of immortals are worthy 
of being on his heart at all, they are worthy 
of being there all the while. If thus, cer- 
tainly there will be no barrenness of matter. 
The only difficulty will be to get time enough. 
By thus constantly thinking, matter and il- 
lustration will flow in from every direction. 

You require this of the minister. But re- 
member that your position is only second, if 
different at all in responsibility. 

4, The teacher should think lovingly. This, 
of course, includes earnestness and prayer- 
fulness for the children’s salvation. Show a 
real interest in their welfare, as Paul 
thought for the Thessalonians, (1 Thess., 2, 
8,) “So being affectionately desirous of you, 
we were willing to have imparted unto you 
not the gospel of God only, but also our own 
souls, because ye were dear unto us.” 


But the teachers are not the only responsible 
persons in reference to the children. I plead 
with all for them. Take care of the children, 
and the adults will take care of themselves. 

Our constitution, laws, oaths, &c., recognize 
the authority of the Bible. Absurd to think 
of raising up good citizens, therefore, without 
teaching them the Scriptures thoroughly. 

If we do not fill the minds of the children 
with good, they will be filled with bad. 

To let the children alone would unman 
men, if not inhumanize them. It would cer- 
tainly deprive men of a knowledge of human 
nature, for it is only from children we 
learn veal human nature; they being unso- 
phisticated. The best book-educated man in 
the world is unfitted for practical life unless 
graduated from the children’s college. And 
then without contact with children, we should 
not be likely to learn how to be saved; for 
we are to receive the kingdom of Heaven as a 
little child. “ Except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven.” 

Whence does the church get her recruits? 
Emphatically from the Sabbath-school. Fifty- 
two sailors from the receiving-ship, North 
Carolina, joined the Mariner's church, New 
York, during the winter—forty-seven of them 
from the Sabbath-sckool. This is about the 
proportion the world over. Neglect the child, 
and the damnation of the man is almost cer- 
tain. 

Up Christians. Work. Let not the record 
be of you at last, as, alas! of so many church 
members, ‘“ Gone, and not missed.” 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


FEW of the residents of Troy District, 
A Crawford county, Pa., in connection with 
the Wesleyan Methodist church, realizing the 
inestimable value of the Sabbath-school sys- 
tem to the rising generation, and feeling their 
own responsibility as professing Christians 
to do something for the extension of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, commerced a Sabbath- 
school, June, 1858, in school-house No. 11, 
which has continued open every Sabbath 
during the year, with an attendance most en- 
couraging to those interested in the enter- 
prise. The number of scholars averages 
through the year 40, teachers 6. The sum- 
mer attendance is much larger than the win- 
ter, owing to the scattered population, un- 
travelled roads and scant supply of clothing 
necessary for the inclement season. Yet, 
despite these difficulties, a sufficient number 
have always been present to authorize the 
continuance of the school through the bleak 
winter months, contrary to the universal 
practice of our country Sunday-schools. The 
punctuality of the teachers has been most 
commendable, not one having been absent 
more than two or three Sabbaths in the year, 












FACTS TO BE REMEMBERED. 





tion, whether in the family or Sunday-school 
in all the Society’s operations. 


of the Missionary Department. 


report of his work. 


needed. 


SOLICITED. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


THE TESTIMONY OF A WESTERN MAN. 





founded on the Union principle. 
ing reasons among others may be given :— 
that believe.” 


beings. 


the familiar 


efficacious. 


advance this good object. 


organized Sunday-school. 


New Testament. 


but to their minds and hearts. 


distribution. 





except in one instance when sickness in the 
family rendered it necessary. The number of 
Scripture verses recited by the scholars 
amounts to 4,574. The interest of the school 
has been greatly increased by the donation of 
a library of the publications of the American 
Sunday-School Union, by a friend in Phila- 
delphia. The books have been so eagerly 
sought and carefully read by both parents 
and children, that a subscription has been 
commenced for a small addition to the libra- 
ry, the amount of which will be herein in- 
closed. With many thanks to the kind friends 
who have assisted us, but above all with an 
ascription of unfeigned thanksgiving to him 
who has put it into their hearts so to do, the 
above is respectfully submitted. 

Tromas ©. Kinye, Superintendent. 


these Christian influences. 


most efficacious. 
open to Sunday-schools. 
schools I mean. 


moral wants. 


ally the whole neighborhood transformed. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


THE SILVER COIN. 


AKE a piece of silver money, which has 
been worn smooth by age and use, and 
heat it, and the characters given it when it 
was coined will re-appear. So it is with the 
characters of men. Whatever marks are re- 
ceived when the character is in process of 
formation, will always remain. They may 
seem to be worn off, but they are at best only 
hidden. Let the proper meins be used to 
call them forth, or even give them opportu- 
nity to show themselves, and they will be 
found to be there still. It is amatterof com- 
mon observation that the aged live over again 
the scenes of their youth, recalling to memory 
thoughts and events long forgotten ; and every 
one accustomed to introspection, and skilled 
in the knowledge of himself, who has the 
means or ability to call up his past years, will 
often be surprised to find how far back lies 
the origin of many of his present traits of 
character, and he will at times feel that the 
passions and affections of his childhood and 
youth, which have long slept, still retain their 
force in his breast. No one can wholly sub- 
due the evil within him, so that there shall 
not be some “remainders of sin;” and every 
one, unless the grace of God is given him, is 
liable, at any moment of temptation, to be 
overcome of past transgressions. 

There is no way to have the character pure 
but by keeping it so; and they who allow 
themselves to be led away of their own lusts, 
and stain themselves with vice, thinking that 
they can, at any convenient moment, break 
away, commit a dangerous, and often fatal, 
mistake. It is of especial importance that chil- 
dren be kept from too close and intimate con- 
tact with vice ; and they greatly err who permit 
them to become acquainted with evil, in order 
that they may be taught to resist it. Famili- 
arity only begets insensibility to its destruc- 
tive power; but they who are kept from vice 
instinctively shun it. It is of them only that 
the poet says,— 





Vice is a monster of such frightful mien, 
That to be hated needs but to be seen. 


Parents, beware of the indelible marks of 
vice! And let both parents and teachers, 
while they endeavor to preserve children and 
youth from contamination, be assiduous in 
impressing upon their minds good instruc- 
tion, so as to leave no room for vice to gain a 
place. So shall the coin bear the original 
marks of genuineness, and they be most 
likely to be preserved clean and sharp. Or 
if they become worn by contact with the 
the world, they wil) still be there, forming 
the basis of the character, and will re-appear 
in their freshness when the soul goes to its 
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good than reputed heroes in Israel effect ? 
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viour, than ever they did before ? 


gotten. 
agony and death, never perishes. 


mournful minuteness. 


the events to which they refer. 





Dr. Bomberger. 


1. The American Sunday-School Union is 
a national missionary society, composed or 
Christians of different denominations, hav- 
ing in view the planting of a Sunday-school 
wherever there is a destitute population, and 
the supplying, by sale or donation, of cheap 
libraries, and other books and requisites to 
carry forward the work of Christian educa- 


The Union principle is faithfully carried out 


2. The Society has already prepared and 
put into circulation books to the value of two 
and a half millions of dollars, and expended 
well nigh another million of dollars in organ- 
izing and sustaining Sunday-schools, thus 
blessing m1itions of the children of America. 

3. The Board employs no collecting agents, so 
that ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE EXPENDED IN 
BENEVOLENCE, witHovrT DISCOUNT FOR COL~ 
LecTina. The Publication Department sus- 
tains itself on business principles, and out of 
its small profits pays the salaries of the offi- 
cers of the Society, including the Secretaries 
The accounts pont so admirable and important an aid to the study of 
of the two Departments are kept entirely se- 
parate, and no contributions are ever used in 
stereotyping or publishing books or periodi- 
cals 


4, The particular field in which money is 
to be expended, whether in our own or in other 
countries, may be specified by the donors, 
and also whetber monies are to be used in 
supporting missionaries, orin supplying, gratu- 
itously, needy schools with libraries. gay"Per- 
sons contributing ten dollars and upwards 
are furnished with an account of the expen- 
diture of the money, when a desire to receive 
such account is expressed at the time of 
making the donation, and individuals and 
Sunday-schools contributing to the support 
of a particular laborer are furnished with a 
monthly letter from that missionary, giving a 


5. The cry for Sunday-school missionary 
labor and the donation of libraries to new 
and feeble schools comes from every part of 
the country. We cannot meet this demand 
for the want of means. Money is urgently 


VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS ARB EARNESTLY 


R. EDITOR:—I am most decidedly of the 
opinion that no other single institution 

is calculated to do so much general and per- 
manent good, as the Sunday-school system 
The follow- 


It combines all the means generally used for 
the improvementand salvation of the soul. For 
instance, the preaching of the gospel is di- 
vinely appointed for the salvation of “ those 
Now preaching is simply the 
presentation of Bible truths, by a living 
teacher, te the minds and hearts of human 
In this view of the matter, every 
Sunday-school teacher is a preacher, and 
colloquial style, which the 
teacher may adopt, in the presentation of 
Bible truth, has a tendency to make it more 
The general distribution of the 
sacred Scriptures is another method used 
for the salvation of the people, and thou- 
sands of dollars have been contributed to 
Yet the most 
effective and useful Bible-distributor I have 
ever known in any neighborhood, is a well 
Every child that 
can read will be gladly furnished with the 
Then the furnishing of every 
family in our land with the Bible will do no 
good if the book is not read and studied. 
Through the Sunday-school it is not only 
brought tothe houses of the families, but to the 
hands of the children; not only to their hands, 
The distribu- 
tion of religious books and tracts is another 
means used for the spiritual benefit of man- 
kind. The Sunday-school system embraces 
a cheap systematic method of religious book 


And this institution uses these means prin- 
cipally with human beings in their forming 
states, gradually moulding their characters by 
But even with the 
adult portion of the Western communities, 
the Sunday-school is a means of salvation 
It approaches them at the 
most accessible point, when their natural af- 
fection leaves an avenue open to their heart. 
Neighborhoods closed against preaching are 
Union Sunday- 
Get the parents to become} York. 
interested in the spiritual culture of their 
children, and they will soon feel their own 
Hence the most abandoned 
neighborhoods have been opeued to the influ- 
ences and institutions of Christianity by the 
introduction of Sunday-schools, and eventu- 


The intellectual, educational, and moral ad- 
vantages of the Sunday-school, considered in 
connection with the cheapness of the means— 
the tuition being gratuitous—recommends 
this institution to the generality of Western 
They are compelled to practice 
economy, while, at the same time, they desire 
their children to form a taste for reading and 
The Sunday-school, in 
these respects, adapts itself to a want deeply 
fe 58 


THE LIFE AND DEATH OF BABES NOT IN VAIN, 


ET me ask you, is it not by such babes as 
these that God often accomplishes more 


Is that habe’s life a blank, which though 
the ccmfort of only a fleeting hour, bore mute 
but eloquent testimony to the wisdom, the 
power and the goodness of God? Is no good 
accomplished instrumentally, by an infant, 
which after tarrying but a few months in the 
h hold, is ly snatched away, that 
it may teach the mourning inmates such les- 
sons, as they are only too slow to learn in 
other ways, of the uncertainty of life, of the 
evanescent nature of all earthly joys, and of 
the sovereignty of God, who gives and takes 
away at his pleasure? Has that babe, so pre- 
maturely shrouded and prepared for burial, 
and lying there in the beauty of that death- 
sleep, so like a cherub, that an angei might 
mistake it for a brother—has that babe lived 
in vain, seeing that its early and deplored re- 
moval, sanctified to the hearts of the bereaved 
survivors, will make its mourning parents 
think more frequently and earnestly of hea- 
ven, their beloved child’s home, and of the 
Lamb upon the throne, that loved one’s Sa- 


Ob! has that infant lived and died sosoon, 
to no good purpose, whose brief life and early 
death, have still left a testimony behind, by 
which, it, “ being dead, yet speaketh.” The 
day of that departed infant's birth is never for- 
The memory of the hour of its last 
After many 
years shall have passed away, you shall go 
and inquire of those parents regarding the 
sad event, and they will recite to you all the 
details of that gloomy dey and hour with 
The monuments of 
such things remain in the minds and hearts of 
many affectionate parents, longer than some 
marble tomb-stones, stand in the grave-yards. 
And a hand more careful than Old Mortality’s, 
may be seen re-chiseling the inscriptions re- 
corded upon those monuments of the heart’s 
cemetery, On every returning anniversary of 
Why, there- 
fore, shall not these incidents of God’s own 
ordering, be so many potent means in his 
hands, for accomplishing some hidden purpose 
of mercy towards the intractable and wayward 
sons of men ?—ZJnfant Salvation, by the Rev, 








ANCIENT JERUSALEM 


SACRED PLACES. 





THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION has 
published an Isometrical Perspective View of Ancient 
Jerusalem, and the cities, towns, mountains, and valleys 
in its vicinity. It is ded to the of all 
who are engaged or interested in Sunday-schools and 
Bible Classes, or in Biblical study of any kind. 

This View is elegantly lithographed, and colored by 
hand. It is mounted on canvas, with rollers, and its size 
is about six-by-nine feet. It will adorn the walla of the 
Sunday-school, the lecture-room, the study, or the li- 





"The View is accompanied by an outline Key, and a de- 
scriptive manual, bound in muslin. The price of the 
= TEN DOLLARS. 

The following are taken from among the many com- 
mendations of this fine view, by eminent Biblical scho- 
lars throughout the country. 


From the Rev. 8. IRENAUS PRIME, D. D., Editor of 
the New Yerk Observer. 

The ey Jerusalem and Sacred Places I 
have studied with great interest and advantage, and am 
lad that the American Sunday-School Union has pro- 


God’s word. The beauty, fullness, accuracy, and intelli- 
gibility of this map must commend it to every person who 
sees it, and I trust that it will on the walls of tens 
of thousands of our Sunday-school rooms. I shall com- 
mend it most heartily in the Observer, and in every place 
where an opportunity is presented to speak of its great 
merits. 


From the Rev. JOEL HAWES, D. D., of Hartford. 

The View of Ancient Jerusalem and Sacred Places, 
just published by the American Sunday-School Union, 
presents a lucid view of the Holy City and its en- 
virons, and as I look upon the map spread out be 
fore me, I seem to myself to be present in the midst of the 
scenes and places which I visited some fourteen = > 
The “ View” cannot but be interesting and usefal in the 
instruction of Sunday-schools and Bible classes, and also 
as an aid in training children in the family to the know- 
ledge and love of the Scriptures. 

From the Rev. MARK HOPKINS, D. D., President of 
Williams College, Mass. 

I have examined the View of Ancient Jerusalem and 
Sacred Places, published by the American Sunday- 
School Union, and find it admirable. Short of an actual 
visit, nothing, as it seems to me, can be better adapted to 
give an accurate, vivid, and lasting impression of those 
sacred scenes. 

From the Rev. THOMAS C. UPHAM, D. D., Professor in 
Bowdvin College, and author of * Letters from Pales- 
tine.” 


The Map of Ancient Jerusalem seems to me, on such 
examinations as I have been able to give it, to be weil 
calculated to give a correct idea of the City of Jerusalem 
and the country round it in early times. The hills and 
mountains, the valleys and streams are verified by what 
the traveller witnesses at the present day in that region. 





It cannot fail to interest and benefit all who love the 
Bible, and who desire an accurate knowledge of the 
scenes of its mighty events. 


tary of the Methodist rep om Church, and author of 

“ Observations in the East,” &c. 

I have carefully examined the large and beautiful Map 
of Ancient Jerusalem and the Surrounding Country, with 
a key, which the American Sunday-School Union has re- 
cently published; and I can heartily, and with confidence, 
recommend it to 
classes. Indeed, it would bea valuable addition to the 
Biblical literature of every Christian family. 

From the Rev. JOHN J. OWEN, D. D., Professor in the 
‘ee Academy, New York. 

I have spent ble time in ining and veri- 
fying the relative positions of the towns and villages, 
mountains, and valleys, and streams laid down upon The 

iew of Ancient Jerusalem and Sacred Places, and am 
happy to give, as the result, my opinion, that they are 
correctly located, and that the picture may be relied upon 
as furnishing an accurate view of Jerusalem and its 
vicinity, as it in the time of our Saviour. 

I think the conception of such a bird’s eye view of that 
interesting locality is a happy one. The “ View” cannot but 
be useful to be hung up in every Sabbath-school room in 
such a place as to be accessible, as far as possible, to the 
eye of all the scholars, that by familiarity of sight, there 
may be imprinted on the mind a lasting picture of that 
important section of Palestine. 

I shall recommend this “ View” to all the Sabbath- 
schools with which my opinion may have any influence, 
as one of the best aids to the study of the sacred localities 
of Jerusalem and its vicinity which has ever fallen under 
my notice. 

From the Rev. N. MURRAY, D. D., of Elizabeth, N. J. 
The Map of Jerusalem and Sacred Places cannot fail 
greatly to assist teachers of Sunday-schools, and pastors 
in their Bible-classes, in explaining many passages of 
Scripture in their geographical bearings. I have hung it 
up where all visitors can see it, and already some of the 
young ones know all about Jerusalem and the holy places. 
When I resume my Bible-class in the fall, it will be re 
moved to my lecture-room. 


From the Rev. M. W. JACOBUS, D. D., Professor in West- 
ern Theological Seminary. 

I have been tly interested in the large and beanti- 
ful Map issued by the American Sunday-School Union, 
exhibiting the city of ancient Jerusalem, with its sur- 
roundings, in a bird’s-eye view. It gives the localities 
and face of the country as no other map has done, so far 
as I have seen, and is as accurate as one drawn on such a 
plan could easily be. Of course, there is a disadvantage 
in the perspective, and in such a feature as the deep 
ravine of Jehosaphat, where, if the brook Kedron is to 
be shown, as it is on the map, the depth of the ravine can- 
not be indicated. The city itself is admirably given. On 
the whole, it is most satisfactory for the lecture-room and 
for schools, and will be exteusively sought for. 

From the Rev. THOMAS SMYTH. D. D, Pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Charleston, 8. C. 

I had the opportunity of hearing the Rev. Mr. Taylor 
illustrate this Map to a large assembly of children and 
teachers, and was deeply impreseed with its correctness 
and importance, in at once awakening attention and im- 
parting correct Biblical instruction. I can, therefore, 
fully endorse the opinions given by others, and recom- 
mend its introduction into Sabbath-schoois for general 
use, and especially for Bible-classes. 


From the Rev. JAMES W. ALEXANDER, D. D., of New 





The View of Ancient Jerusalem and Sacred Places, 
lately published by the American Sunday-School Union, 
ought to stand in the very highest rank of striking gra- 
phic illustrations of Scripture; and I believe it will be 
eminently useful both to teachers and to scholars. 


From the Rev. THOMAS DE WITT, D. D., Pastor of the 
Collegiate Reformed Dutch Church, New York. 

The splendid map containing a topographical view of 
Ancient Jerusalem and the places in its vicinity, just 
published by the American Sunday-School Union, is exe 
cuted with great elegance, and (I believe) faithfulness. 
It will excite much interest in the Sabbath-school room 
and aiso in private family circles. I think it will readily 
call furth a large demand, and fully compensate for the 
great expense which must have been incurred in the pre- 
paration in the style of elegance it possesses. 


From the Rev. WM. BACON STEVENS, D. D., Rector of 
St. Andrew’s Church, Philacelphia. 

I have examined the map with considerable care, and 
find in it many excellencies which will make it a very 
desirable plan to occupy the walls of Sunday-school and 
Bible-class rooms. It gives an admirable idea of Jeru- 
salem and its adjacent places, displays well the broken 
up nature of the country, shows quite accurately the 
general ee of the native buildings, with their square 
walls, high-set windows, and dome raised roofs, and the 
student of the Bible, with this map before him, will get 
a good idea and reliable understanding of the sacred lo 
calities mentioned in sacred writ. 

From Lieut. W. F. LYNCH, U. 8, N. 

Thave no doubt that your map will prove a valuable 
assistant to the student of Biblical geography. Ita ex- 
amination has given me unfeigned satisfaction. 


From the Rev. JOHN F. LANNEAO, of Marietta, Ga., for 
Ten Years a Missionary of the A. B.C. F. M. inSyria 
and the Holy Land. 

I have examined the map with great care, and it gives 
me great pleasure to state, that both as a work of art, 
and in its general design and arrang t, it is admirably 
adapted to Sunday-school and Bible-class instruction, and 
to all students of Biblical history and topography. 

Having resided for so many years in Jerusalem and the 
Holy Land, and baving always felt a deep interest in 
every effort to illustrate “The Land and the Book,” so 
sacred in the associations of every Christian’s heart, I re- 
joice that the Society has furnished this additional in- 
ducement to the young and rising generation, especially, 
to become more familiarly acquainted with the sacred 
localities in around the Jerusalem of the Bible. 

I hope that there will be a demand for this elegant and 
useful map from many of the Sabbath-schools in different 
portions of our beloved country. and an ever increasing 
desire to know more of that land 





“Over whose acres walked those blessed feet, 
Which, eighteen hundred years ago, were nailed 
For our advantage to the bitter cross.” 


From the Rev. FRANCIS VINTON, D. D., New York. 
The View of Ancient Jerusalem and Sacred Places ia a 
work of great utility, for the use of Sunday-schools and 
Bible classes. 
It is remarkably distinct in the delineations, and well 
calculated to impress relative lecalities on the memory. 


bes Prof. W. C. CATTELL of Lafayette Cellege, Easton, 


I know of no publication on Scriptural Topography 
more valuable for Sabbath-schools or Bible-classes. 

From the Rev. W.8. TYLER, D. D., Amherst College. 

The map hangs in my hall, of which we deem it an ap- 
propriate and beautiful ornament. It has given pleasure 
and instruction, not only to myself and my family, but to 
numerous friends who have grant admired it.” 1 have 
examined it with some care, and can truly say that I 
have seen nothing so well fitted to give children and 
youth, and, indeed, all readers of the Bible, a just and 
definite idea of the sacred city, and the places around, as 
they were in the times of sacred history. In the restora- 
tion of ancient cities and buildings, there is much room 
for imagination and difference of opinion. In these re- 
spects, of course, no one can vouch for entire accuracy. 
But in the main, I can testify, from personal observation, 
to the faithfulness, as well as beauty and distinctness, 
with which Jerusalem and its environs are represented in 
this view. 

By its publication, the American Sunday-School Union 

rendered an invaluable service, not only to Sunday- 
schools and Bible-cla-ses, to which it is especially and 
admirably adapted, but to all readers and students of the 
sacred Scriptures. 

Any persons desiring this work, and not living within 
reach of a depository of the Society's publications, or a 
bookacller through whom they can obtain the work, can 
have the whole. VIEW, KEY and MANUAL, sent, free of 
charge tor freight, by remitting TEN DOLLARS to 

WALDRON J. CHEYNEY. 
Treasurer of the American Sunday-School Unian, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
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From the Rev. J. P. DURBIN, D. D., Missionary Secre- | 
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A NEW BOOK 
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING. 


THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCEOOL UNION, 


In addition to the large number of books 
already on its catalogues, 


Being Over Twelve Hundred Distinct Volumes, 
WILL ISSUE A NEW BOOK 
Every Saturday Morning During the Year. 








ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 
MAY. 


Saturday, May 7th. 
BROKEN CIATER RS) OR, THE STORY OF 
JkSoLE WULHINGTON, — teautitully Lllustrated. 
Thick 12mo., extra muslin. Price 75 cents. 


A happy illustration of one of the great maxims of life, 
viz: That true ges consists, not in self-seeking, but 
in doing good. chief incidents of the narrative oo 
curred within the author’s observation, and give an im- 

ressive view of the methods of God's providential deal- 

bes with men, taking them te a knowledge of himself, 
and of themselves. 
Saturday, May 14th. 

THE WORKING BOY'S SUNDAY IM- 
PROVED. beautifully Liustrated. 12:mo., extra mus- 
lin. Price 55 cents. 

We anticipate a useful career for this unpretending 
volume. Though the title would indicate that it is de 
signed for a icular class, it is really calculated to be 
useful to classes of readers. The truth is not con- 
cealed by a superfluity of anecdotes and stories, but is 
presented in a plain, intelligible way, relying upon its 
native force to give it power. 

Saturday, May 21st. 

THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS OF MY 
LIFE. By Allan Kichmond. lémo., extra muslin 
Illustrated. Price 65 cents. 

We venture to predict a large measure of interest and 
usefulness for this autobiography. No one can fail to re- 
cognize the features of a life-picture, not to be impressed 
by the skill and fidelity of the artist. Its lessons are net 
less profitable to parents than to children, and are speci- 
ally adapted to check an inordinate ambition to be rich 
or great among men. 

Saturday, May 28th. 
THE BRIDGE OVER THE BROOK. 18mo. 
Illustrated. bxtra masiim. Price 15 cents, 

A very impressive story, designed to illustrate the folly 
and peril of putting off till to-morrow what ought to be 
done to-day. The narrative itself, and its pictorial em- 
bellishments are well suited to make a lasting impression 
on the mind of every reader. 


ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 
JUNE. 


Saturday, June 4th. 

HANS AND HIS NORTHERN HOME. Beau- 
tifully Itiustrated with Bight elegant Wood Cuts. 12mo. 
Extra Muslin. Price 70 cents. 

This volume supplies in a cheap form a well digested epi- 
tome of recent explorations of the Northern Seas and Shores. 
The author, with the permission of the publishers of Dr. 
Kane’s work, has derived thence most of the biographical 
incidents of the history, while from recent journals of 
travels and voyages abundant materials have been obtain- 
ed for the ill ion of the and customs of the 
natives, the climate and productions of the country, the 
objects of ial interest in natural history, and the 
moral, intellectual, and religious condition of the people. 
The volume is richly illustrated, and will be found not 
less instructive than entertaining. 

Saturday, June 11th. 

NATURE'S SCHOOL; OR, LESSONS FROM 
THE GARDEN AND THE FieLO. 360 pages. Lilus- 
trated. Extra muslin. Price 75 cents. 

The author of this attractive volume has succeeded 
where it would be nc new thing to fail. The interest of 
a story is sustained, and a wonderful amount of pleasing 
and natural instruction is gracefully incorporated with it. 
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It is not a child’s book, and yet it is a bock that an intel- 
ligent child would not be likely to leave unread if it were 
once begun. It is a suggestive book for parents and 
teachers, and we have no fear that it will not be — 
ciated by discriminating readers. The topics are: e 
Rain—Sunlight—The Wind—The Nest — Seed Time— 
Blindnese— Flowers—Clouds—Names— The River —The 
Sab! —The Rainbow—Grafting—Charity—The Storm 
—Dew—The Harvest— Bread—Falling Leaves—The Prison 
House — Moonlight—The Sea—The Stars—The Snow 


Home. 

Saturday, June 18th. 

BESSIE DUNCAN; OR, THE FIRST YEAR 
OUT OF SCHUOL. 1ISmo. Extra muslin. Price Su cts. 
It is acommon notion among school girls that going 

out of school is going into liberty. But those who have 

tried it, tell us of a different experience. Among these 
was Bessie Duncan,—and we cannot doubt that the simple 
and truthful story she gives of her perplexities and an- 
noyances from within and without, will aid those who 
read it to avoid some of her mistakes, and thereby save 
themselves from some of her troubles. 

Saturday, June 25th. 

CHLOE LANKTON; OR, LIGHT BEYOND 
THe CLOUULS—A story of real life, 12mo, extra mus- 
lin, price 70 cents, with a portrait and view of Ler resi- 
dence, both from a photograph. 

It is not often that we are introduced to scenes of patient 
suffering and overcoming faith so viridly real as those 
which this volume reveals. The kind providence which 
appoints every human lot, is too seldom recognized; and 
we cannot too highly appreciate the present velumwe for 
its testimony to the truth that the Lord God is gracious 
and merciful and abundant in goodness and truth. The 
subject of this memoir is herself a still living witness of 
his faithfulness; and the deep interest which her history 
has excited among those who know it most intimately, 
justifies us in anticipating for the present sketch a career 
of wide and permanent usefulness. 





ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 
JULY. 


Saturday, July 2nd. 
THE WOODCUTTER OF LEBANON. 
pages. 1l2mo. Extra muslin; price 35 cents. 

A very interesting story, explaining the institution of 
the “Cities of Refuge,” and giving a graphic description 
of some of the manners and customs of the ancient He- 
brews. 


144 


Saturday, July 9th. 

THE MASTER KEY. 18mo. Extra muslin; 
Price 25 cents. 
An illustration of the power of love to overcome the 

difficulties caused by angry temper, among parents, as 

well as children. 
Saturday, July 16th. 

FREDDY THE RUNAWAY; OR, THE LOST 
ONE FOUND. 18mo. Muslin extra. Price 20 cts. 
Note by the Author. In all its material incidents the 

following is a narrative of Facts. As parties are still 

living who were closely connected with some of the 
scenes, the localities are changed. and some liberties have 
been taken with the order of events. 


Saturday, July 23rd. 

ELLEN MORDAUNT, OR THE FRUITS oF 
True Religion. Sv2 pp. l2mo. Extra Muslin, Pric® 
70 cents. 

This story was written with the intention of perpet- 
uating the memory of scenes ina sunny land, rendered 
dear by many associations, and of traits of character 
which at various times came under the author’s observa- 
tion. It is, therefore, a satisfaction for her to know that, 
in perusing it, the reader’s time is not wasted on mere 
fiction; and should it prove useful in leading any to long 
after growth in grace, or to cherish love (in these 
uncharitable days) for all who love and serve the Lord 
Jesus, her disinclination to appear in print will be abund- 
antly compensated. 


Saturday, July 30th. 
LIZZIE CLAIRE; OR, THE LAST PENNY. 
lsmo. Illustrated. Extra muslin, price 15 cents. 

An affecting story of a little sick girl, whose father dis- 
covered that, if he would 5 for her comfort even a 
portion of the money which he spent for beer and to- 
bacco he might relieve a great deal of her suffering. He 
tried the experiment, and soon found how well he could 
do without what he had formerly considered necessary to 
his existence. The book shows the possibility of reform- 
ing from bad habits, and the happiness likely to follow 
from such a reformation. By a little self-denial on the 
part of the father, little Lizzie’s life was prolonged, and 
the whole family made happy. 


ISSUED IN THE MONTH or 
AUGUST, 


Saturday, August 6. 
EMMA ALSTON; THE NEW LIFE. 
lzmo. Extra muslin. Price 55 cents. 

An account of a school girl who allowed the ordinary 
trials of life to obtain the mastery over her, but who was 
led, by the influence and example of a Christian brother, 
to watch and pray, and so to become an earnest Christian. 
It should be read by every school girl. 

The above named may be obtained at the Depositories 
of the Society’s publications, and from booksellers gener- 
ally. Full catalogues of the Society’s Publications, alse 
samples of its Periodicals will be sent, on application, free 
of charge. 

To those not living within reach of a bookseller, any 
book on the Catalogue will be sent by mail, postage pre- 
paid. on receipt of the published price. 

Apply to 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
No. 1122 Caestyut Srreet, PurapELpaia, 
NEW YORK DEPOSITORY, 

No. 375 Broapway. 





i.8. GERMAN. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORE, 
TRACT, SUNDAY-SCHOOL and BIBLE DEPOSITORY, 
CHuestNuT NEAR Second §1., Harrispura, Pa. 





Subscriptions taken for the Times, and Sunday-Schoo! 
papers. 
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